University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2005-06-30

The Weekly Challenger : 2005 : 06 : 30
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2005 : 06 : 30" (2005). Newspaper collection. 937.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/937

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

The

Weekly Chall enger

We Value

Diversity.

We Value

Education.

We Value

History.

www.theweeklychallenger.com

WE BELIEVE
IN PEOPLE
Presrt Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

June 30 - July 6, 2005

VOLUME 37 NUMBER 43

250

INDEPENDENCE DAY
f r o m The
NAACP Selects Retired
Businessman To Be New
Leader

Challenger Staff

The Highwaymen

improve the organization's
finances - its expenses have
exceeded its income for the
last two years, tax docu
ments show - by working
to build an endowment,

by Rick Gee
Challenger columnist
Elder Mary Ann Carroll, James Gibson, Isaac
H. Knight, Willie Reagan,
and Roy McLendon visited
the Tampa Bay area this
past weekend. Mary Ann
Carroll, an Elder, in her
church and the only female
of the group came into
town on Thursday. Through
the efforts of G. David Ellis
and Bob Devin Jones,
Artistic Directors of the
Studio @ 620, she was
introduced at City Hall and
became the recipient of a
"Key to the City of St.
Petersburg." She also ap
peared and was interviewed
on an early morning show
at television Channel 13.
By now, if you missed
out on a very special event
that took place on Saturday,

increasing

you’re

Bruce S. Gordon speaks during a news conference as
National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People chairman Julian Bond, right, looks on,
Saturday, June 25, in Atlanta. Ttirning to a business
man to lead one of the nation's seminal civil rights
groups, the NAACP's board of directors announced
Saturday that Gordon, a retired Verizon executive,
will be its next president.

by Erin Texeira
AP National Writer
ATLANTA (AP) Minutes after Bruce S.
Gordon was confirmed
Saturday as the next presi
dent of the NAACP, the
New Jersey Native faced
his first news conference, a
standing-room-only gath
ering packed with cameras
and microphones.
Just like that, the virtu
al unknown who had been
a 35-year executive at
Verizon was publicly
weighing in on issues of
economic justice, the ap
proaching 10th anniversary
of the Million Man March
and the NAACP's relation
ship with President Bush.
He made immediately
clear that, though he has
profound respect for the
organization's venerable
history, his focus is square
ly on taking the NAACP
down new roads.
“I'm a forward-looking
kind of a guy," he said.
Gordon said his first
priorities will be to

We e k ly

Highwayman Isaac H. Knight and Dorothy
Richardson of St. Petersburg. Richardson purchased
one of Knight’s paintings.

membership

and pushing for more effi
ciency in operations.
His civil rights goals
include working toward
greater economic equality,
he said.
“People of color need
to change and balance the
trade deficit that exists
between people of color
and the rest of society,"
Gordon said.
He also said he was
looking forward to build
ing a stronger relationship
with the Bush administra
tion.
“I believe there has to
be some common ground
that can be established
between the White House
and the NAACP that serves

probably

asking,

■ r-^Wh0 are these people?"
Well, I’m one very fortu
nate individual who will be
only too happy to tell you.
The five individuals men
tioned are members of The
Highwayman Isaac H. Knight and Rick Gee.
Highwaymen,
a group of
< photos provided by Rick Gee

Artwork by Highwayman Harold Newton.
African American artists,,
who paint beautiful pictori
al renditions of Florida
landscape. On Saturday,
the non-profit arts group
City of Imagination (Gulf
port) sponsored an Artists
Reception and Sale at the
Art Village Courtyard,
Beach Boulevard, in the
City of Gulfport. High

lighting the event and the
major attraction was an
exhibition of paintings by
the Highwaymen.
At one time, there was
a total of 26 Highwaymen
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Maynor, Roy McLendon,
Alfonso "Pancho" Moran,
Harold Newton, Lemuel

Highwaymen
continued on pg. 16

Midtown Revamping
Continues With Business
Showcase

ST. PETERSBURG The mayor was in atten
dance, Channel 38 was
there filming, and Saffron’s
Caribbean Restaurant pro
vided the catering in what
would be another chance to
focus on the revitalization
of Midtown.
Even as it was raining
outside, the sun was shin
ing in everyone’s hearts for
the first ever Midtown
Showcase held June 23 at
St. Pete College Midtown
(1048 - 22nd'St. S.). Spon-

NAACP

Opinions................................ ......... ................2

Highwaymen" as Curtis
Arnett, Hezekiah Baker, A1
"Blood" Black, Ellis Buck
ner, George Buckner, Rob
ert Butler, Mary Ann Carroll (the only woman in the
group), Johnny "Hook”

NAACP Leader Urges Need For

continued on pg. 9
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photo credit: www.floridahighwaymen.com
artists. Today, there are 21 Daniels, Willie Daniels,
surviving members. Author Rodney Demps, James
Gary Monroe lists the 26 Gibson, Alfred Hair, Isaac
members in his book "The Knight, Robert Lewis, John

ST. PETERSBURG Concerned citizens contin
ue to come out in support
of the black community,
ready for progress and
improvement.
Last Friday at noon
time, Darryl Rouson,
NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch president, spear
headed a community meet
ing at the James Weldon
Branch Library (1059 18th Ave. S.).

Of the event, Rouson
remarked:
"It was a great commu
nity turnout... I could not
have planned for President
[Herman] Lessard of the
[Pinellas County] Urban
League to show up and
read an article from the
Austin, Texas "Statesman"
about the frustrations of
that community which
sought secession.
"It is evident to me that

black people, and [those in]
Midtown in particular, are
not the happy campers that
downtown and city hall
interests believe. People
want more and they want
wealth to be built in our
persons and our communi
ty. How does $100 million
in government dollars com
pare
over a billion dol
lars in private development
and dollars' all around us?
"This idea is not about

to

segregation. It is not about
separation or division. It is
about control of one's des
tiny; control of one's prop
erty and tax dollars. Black
people in St. Pete told us in
that meeting that they sup
port more."
For more information
about the St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP and their
upcoming meetings, please
contact the office at (727)
898-3310.

sored by Bank of America,
the vision for the event
came from Bernie Craig of
Bank of America and the
Chair of the St. Petersburg
Area Chamber of Com
merce, Craig Sher.
Last Thursday eve
ning’s Midtown Showcase
was truly a special event,
one that not only show
cased the positive impact
that Midtown businesses

Midtown
continued on pg. 4

AsasaiDS W3S jssmA
Junior golf program hits Midtown...see
pg.3

Running Soles Track Club needs your
help!...see pg. 6

Commodores give FREE concert this
weekend! ...see pg. 6
Youth raise 6,000 pounds of food for
homeless....see pg. 7
Learn about Winn-Dixie job cuts
...see pg. 8
____________________________________

For the latest news on Mintown, see our
Midtown Mews sections on cages 3&4I
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The Lionel Tate Saga Continues
bv Darryn "Dutch" Martin
A New Visions
Commentary
Lionel Tate is back in
the news again.
Tate is the young black
boy from Florida who was
convicted of brutally mur
dering a six-year-old girl
when he was only 12 and
became the youngest per
son in American history to
be sentenced to life in
prison. After serving only
three years, however, Tate
was released from a juve
nile prison last year on a
technicality. In agreeing to
plead guilty to seconddegree murder, he was sen
tenced to a year of house
arrest, ten years of proba
tion and counseling. Tate
was also ordered to per
form 1,000 hours of com
munity service.
Now 18, Tate was re
cently arrested for twice
violating his parole. In
September of 2004, after
Tate gave the police a fake
name, a subsequent search
found a knife in his pocket.
In May of 2005, he al
legedly assaulted a 12year-old boy and held up a
pizza deliveryman at gun
point. Tate is currently
being held without bond at
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left, confers with his attorney Jim Lewis,
Thursday, June 23, 2005, during a bond hearing
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Circuit Judge Joel
Lazarus refused to release Tate on bond last
Thursday after hearing new evidence linking him
to the armed robbery of a pizza delivery man.
Lazarus rejected arguments by Lewis that there
was contradictory evidence in the case and there
was doubt that Tate had committed the crime. In
the background is Court Deputy Leon McTear.
AP Photo/Mikc Stocker, Pool

under a new, tough-oncrime Florida law. Dr.

Brannon said his initial
evaluation of Tate was mis

represented by the defense
in an effort to have Tate
released from prison:
He was let out initially
because there was... a mis
representation of whether
or not he was violent,
although [I] and another
psychologist both said that
he posed a high risk of vio
lence... There's been an
ongoing effort on the part
of the defense to character
ize this as just... a poor,
young, immature boy who
was borderline mentally
retarded, who had never
been violent before, who,
just by circumstance, acci
dentally, through play
wrestling, killed a girl, a
little girl. All of those
things are untrue, though.
The handling of the
Lionel Tate case is further
proof of how utterly inept
the Florida juvenile justice
system is when it comes to
dealing with troubled kids.
Tate's troubled life is
all too common among
young people, particularly
black youth who come
from fatherless homes.
This new aspect introduced
by Lionel. Tate saga only
serves to drive that point
home.
Where are all of those

black community activists
who stood by young Lionel
upon his release from
prison last year? Tate and
his mother were flanked by
the Nation of Islam's "Fruit
of Islam" security force,
while black church minis
ters, mugging for the cam
eras, pledged to "work
with" and "counsel" young
Lionel in an effort to help
him turn his life around.
What happened?
Were
their "counseling" efforts
insufficient? Was Liopel
Tate just too incorrigible?
Or maybe it was all just a
publicity stunt typical of
today's eivil rights leader
ship.
Had these so-called
community leaders done
what they'd pledged to do,
perhaps an extremely trou
bled kid might not have
blown his second chance at
a new and rehabilitated life.
Instead, Lionel Tate is
now looking at a long
stretch in adult prison.
Darryn "Dutch" Martin
is a member of the National
Advisory Council of the
African-American leadership
network Project 21. Com
ments many be sent to Project21 @natiohdlcenier.‘org.

Republican Hypocrisy On Byrd's Kian Night Ride
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the Broward County Jail.
Juvenile justice experts
not only warned that Lionel
Tate should have gotten
professional help a long
time ago, but that he never
should have been released.
Dr. Michael Brannon,
co-director of the Institute
for Behavioral Sciences
and the Law in Ft. Lauder
dale, Florida, was the fo
rensic psychologist ap
pointed by the court to
examine Tate after the 1999
killing of six-year-old
Tiffany Eunick. Appearing
recently on the Fox News
Channel’s "The Big Story
with John Gibson," Dr.
Brannon told guest host
Judge Andrew Napolitano
that he concluded that Tate
possessed "a high potential
for violence" along with
"uncontrolled feelings of
anger, resentment and poor
impulse control." Thus, he
said it is very unlikely that
Eunick's death was "an
accident" as Tate and his
defense attorneys claimed.
Dr. Brannon recom
mended that, in lieu of
prison, Tate be placed in a
juvenile treatment center to
receive intensive counsel
ing. Instead, the boy was
prosecuted and convicted

Earl Ofari Hutchinson
by Earl Ofari Hutchinson
BlackNews.com Columnist
The instant Democratic
West Virginia Senator
Robert Byrd made yet an
other anguished self-con
fession that he once be
longed* to the Kian, the
Republicans pounced on it.
They giddily announced
that they'd make his one
time Kian membership a
big issue in a drive to oust
him if he runs again in
2006. Though Byrd makes
mention of his Kian past in
a passing note in his. near
800 page autobiography
that was released this week,
it quickly became the lead
news story, and the source
of even more Byrd political
angst. He called his Kian
night ride a "foolish" move
that haunted him for
decades.
Byrd's Kian revelation
is hardly new. He's admit

ted it often, and every time signal that the GOP will do
he or someone else brings whatever it takes to wipe
it up, the Republicans mer the dirty stain of racial vio
cilessly pillory him for it. lence from America's past
Whenever a Republican and present, and not just
makes a racial foot-in-the talk about it. It didn't, and
mouth gaffe, and Demo the hit on Byrd makes
crats publicly lambaste him Republicans seem disin
for it, GOP leaders quickly genuous at best and racial
and reflexively scream, hypocrites at worst. But
"But what about Byrd," and ’’there's no real surprise in
pound the Democrats for that. Byrd flirted wife the
having a former Klansman Kian six decades ago.
Republicans flirted with
as a top Democrat.
But Byrd has come them, in the past, and still
clean and apologized for do today.
It's not just small fry
that sordid episode in his
past. Even more galling to Republicans who have
Democratic Sen. Robert Byrd’s confession that he
was once a KKK member has been easy fodder
Republicans, he's been a shown a penchant for mak
for the Republicans to pounce on.
thorn in their side on ing foot-in-the mouth racist
Bush's war policies. But cracks, and racially loaded
even if Byrd hadn't uttered attacks. Prominent Repub derogatory quips about mocrat opponent, Michael
a mumbling word critical lican Presidents set the tone blacks. He enshrined in Dukakis into a rout. He
of Bush's policies, the GOP with their own verbal race popular language racially- branded a bill by Senator
tinged code words such as, Ted Kennedy to make it
still should be the last to bashing.
President Eisenhower "law and order," permissive easier to bring employment
dump on him.
never
got out of the Old society" "welfare cheats," discrimination suits a "quo
A week before his Kian
confessional, 14 Republi South habit of calling "crime in the streets," "sub tas bill" and vetoed it. In
can Senators refused to blacks "nigras." In an infa culture of violence," "sub his autobiography, My
sign a harmless, non-bind mous and well-documented culture of poverty," "cultur American Journey, Colin
ing Senate resolution apol outburst at a White House ally deprived" and "lack of Powell called Reagan "in
values."
And sensitive" on racial issues,
ogizing for lynching. The dinner party in 1954, Ike family
GOP senators gave no winked, nodded, and whis President Reagan once told and tagged Bush's Horton
coherent reason why they pered to Supreme Court a black reporter how he stunt, "a cheap shot."
refused to sign. The resolu Justice Earl Warren that he would treat black leaders
In 1998, the Repub
tion did not mandate victim understood why white said, "I said to hell with licans had a golden oppor
restitution, call for tougher Southerners wouldn't want em."
tunity to loudly denounce
In 1988, President race baiting, and racist ex
hate crime legislation, or to "see their sweet little'
criticize the GOP for its girls required to sit in Bush, Sr. made escaped tremist groups when it was
part in helping to beat back school alongside some big black convict Willie Horton revealed that then Senate
the poster boy for black Majority leader Trent Lott,
a lynching law. A unani black buck."
President Nixon rou crime and violence and and Georgia representative
mous Republican vote on
the lynching resolution tinely peppered his talks turned the presidential Robert Barr had snuggled
would have sent a strong with his confidants with campaign against his De up to the pro-segregation,

states rights, Council for
Conservative Citizens. Not
one top Republican pub
licly denounced Barr or
Lott, or demanded that they
get out of the Council. In
2001, Senate Majority
leader designate Trent Lott
dredged up and praised the
pro segregation rants of
South Carolina Senator
Strom Thurmond, it ignited
a firestorm of rage. It took
nearly a week for Bush to
make a stumbling, kind-of,
sort of disavowal of Lott.
The Democrats need
do no such thing with Byrd.
Whatever fumbles and mis
steps they've made on race
in recent years have paled
in comparison to that of the
Republicans. Beating up on
Byrd for something he did
as a young hungry, on the
make politician decades
ago, and for which he has
done his mea culpa for, is
the worst kind of partisan
political one-upmanship.
If, or maybe when, the next
Republican public official
or personality is called on
the carpet for a racist out
burst, let's see if Repub
licans publicly jump all
over them they way they
have on Byrd.
Earl Ofari Hutchinson is
a columnist for BlackNews
.com, an author and political
analyst.

The Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letters to the Editor.
Email Your Comments To: wceditor@tampabay.rr.com
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MIDTOWN NEWS
City Receives Grants For Junior Golf
Program In Midtown

PROJECT ACCESS

by Trade Reddick
(727) 209-1317

Project ACCESS
Provides a Critical
Link to Ex-offenders
With Children in
State Care
children are being placed
in the foster care system,
which is already over bur
dened and hard-pressed to
meet children's needs.
To
make
matters
worse, cuts in drug treat
ment programs and educa
tion programs make it dif
ficult for women with
felony convictions to re
gain custody of their chil
dren.
KINFOLKS
recog
nizes children are often
times a mother's saving
grace and is here to help
women whose children
were placed in state care
after they were sent to
prison.
Newly released prison
ers - male or female - can
come to us for a variety of
help toward regaining sta
bility in their lives.
Through
Project
ACCESS, ex-offenders re
ceive a variety of em
ployability options that are
crucial to black women
with felony convictions.
And they need these
services considering the

ST. PETERSBURG When most folks talk
about the scourge of drugs
in the black community,
they look at the impact it
has had on black men.
There is rarely any.
emphasis on how drugs are
devastating the lives of
black women, who are
viewed as these Superwomen who are able to
leap pass any obstacle
placed in their path.
Truth is, black women
have been hit hardest by
the rising lock-em up
trend. With one out of
three drug related crimes
committed by women, the
stiffer punishments under

the mandatory sentencing
laws has left many black
children parentless.
Half of the states now
have laws that cite incar
ceration as a factor to ter
minate the parental rights
of more than 80,000
women who are behind
bars in the nation's state
and federal prisons.
That means an in
creasing number of black

latest Census data that
reveals:
• One out of three
black women have in
comes below the poverty
level.
• One out of seven are
unemployed and out of
two are single parents.
• One out of three are
employed in low wage,
semiskilled service jobs
• One out of three did
not complete high school.
Through
Project
ACCESS, ex-offenders both male and female,
black or white, are offered
a variety of employability
services ranging from job
skills training, job place
ment services, resume as
sistance, GED classes and
tests and bus passes to get
to work.
In addition, we offer or can arrange through
community partnerships parenting classes and
housing referrals.'
All of these things are
key components when it
comes to helping ex-of
fenders get their lives back
on track so that some of
the 547,000 children - of
which 43 percent are black
- in state care can return
home.
Project ACCESS is
funded through Worknet

Pinellas and is operated
under the guidance of
Catholic Charities. The
program offers job assis
tance programs to ex
offenders, low-income res
idents and people with lim
ited skills. For more infor
mation about the KIN
FOLKS site, call Trade
Reddick at (727) 2091317.

Gomez, Papa & Gipe, LLC
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1
action as part of a junior
golf program for youth in
Midtown.
At a special presenta
tion, City Council Chair

ST. PETERSBURG On June 14 at St. Peters
burg's Twin Brooks Golf
Course, children from
Academy Prep swung into

1

1
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Rick Kriseman and Coun
cil Member Rene Flowers
accepted a $5,000 check
from the Tampa Bay
Lightning Foundation, a
$10,000 check from the
Professional Golf Associa
tion (PGA) Tour Chrysler
Championship
and
a
$10,000 check from the
United States Golf Asso
ciation (USGA) Founda
tion to provide a PGA golf
instructional program for
middle school students at
Academy Prep Center in
Midtown.
The program offers
more than 100 students in

grades five through eight
with P.G.A. professional
instruction, including put
ting, chipping, full swing,
rules and etiquette. The stu
dents are also provided
equipment and access to
the course and driving
range.
Twin Brooks Golf
Course, 3800 22nd Ave. S„
is one of the city's three
public golf courses and is
located in Midtown, closest
to Academy Prep.
Golf Courses Director
Jeff Hollis said, "Golf is a
great game that teaches
many positive life skills. I

would like to thank the
Tampa Bay Lightning
Foundation, the PGA Chry
sler Championship and the
USGA Foundation for their
generous support in fund
ing this program and for
partnering with the city of
St. Petersburg to provide a
great opportunity for youth
in our community."
St. Petersburg's Junior
Golf Program has been rec
ognized by the National
Golf Foundation and by the
Florida Recreation and
Parks Association for ex
cellence.

MIDTOWN NEWS continues
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Johnnie Ruth Clarke
Center Schedule Of
Classes

Midtown
from front page
that Midtown businesses
were making, but also
served as a job fair for
those seeking employment
with a variety of reputable
businesses.
Another bonus? This
opportunity was a free one
for job seekers and those
interested in educational
pursu.its, as representatives
from several colleges and
universities were also pres
ent.
Sponsor Bank of Ame
rica also presented a finan
cial workshop during the
evening.
"It was like a one-stop
shop event," remarked Rita
Wesley, director of special
events and leadership for
the St. Petersburg. Area
Chamber of Commerce.

"This was a spin-off of
our typical business show
cases ... we. wanted to do
something little different
for Midtown," she added.
The St. Petersburg
Area Chamber of Com
merce appreciates those
organizations that partici
pated and gave of their
time, resources, and staff,

a

Midtown Showcase Exhibitors
• AAA Auto Club
• Bank of America
• City of St. Petersburg
• Cullen Technology So
lutions
• DeVry University
• Eckerd College
• National-Louis Univer
sity
• Nautical Structures .
• Pinellas County Schools
• PTEC
• Remington College

K >i

Badcock To Host Grand Re-Opening
ST. PETERSBURGOn Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Street South is a furni
ture store that has served
and witnessed more than
three decades of transfor
mation in the Midtown
neighborhood
of
St.
Petersburg. On Thursday,
June 30, the community is
invited to join the mayor
and members of City
Council at the Badcock
Furniture store (future
name Badcock Home
Furniture & More), 2200
Dr. M. L. King Jr. St. S., at
10 a.m., to celebrate the
new ownership, manage
ment and offerings of the
south St. Petersburg land
mark.
Richard Berthelot, a

"The Badcock store is a
critical component of the
Midtown Business
Corridor Program,"
noted Goliath Davis,
Deputy Mayor of
Midtown.

retired St. Petersburg
Community Police Officer,

has acquired the furniture
store, and received assis
tance from the city's
Business Assistance Cen
ter for the transition. He's
the first African American
(originally from Haiti) to
own the store, which has
served St. Petersburg com
munities for generations.
"Mr. Berthelot under
stands the historic role this
store has played in our
community," said Deputy
Mayor Goliath Davis III,
"and shares with us the
same bright optimism for
the future of this business
district. The Badcock store
is a critical component of
the Midtown Business
Corridor Program," he
said.

Berthelot said his new
ownership and manage
ment of the store will place
a premium value on cus
tomer service, and will
include a product line of
more than 4,000 items
throughout the bright and
spacious 17,000 square
foot showroom.
Badcock's hours of
operation will remain the
same: they will be open
Monday to Saturday, from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. On
Sunday, the business is
closed.
For more information,
please call (727) 822-3741.

Wesley stated. "A hearty
thank you goes to Site
Coordinator Joseph Smith
of St. Pete College. He was
a tremendous support to
Chamber staff making
every effort to be the best
host imaginable! Look for
the Chamber to plan this
event in 2006!"
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• Saffron's Restaurant
• St. Petersburg College
• Stetson University
• The Green Man Clean
ing Co.
• Tradesmen International
• University of Phoenix
• USF St. Petersburg
• Worknet Pinellas ';
• Macy's
• Special Data Processing
• Race Trac Petro
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ST. PETERSBURG - .Center is one of several
Below is a listing of inter proud community partners
active community classes at Johnnie Ruth Clarke
being offered at Commu Health Center. Bayfront's
nity Resource Center at the contribution to the center
Johnnie
Ruth Clarke includes free education
Health Center at the His programs, as well as an on
toric Mercy Hospital Cam site registered nurse and
pus (1344 22nd St. S.) dur registered dietitian for edu
ing July. These courses are cational purposes. Bayall FREE to the communi front is committed to im
ty and are being hosted by proving the health of the
community we serve
Bayfront Medical Center.
• Learn How to through partnerships and
Order Healthy Meals at leadership, while provid
Your Favorite Restau ing healthcare services that
rant: July 18 from 6-7:30 are driven by quality and
our values.
p.m.
REGISTRATION:
• Learn How to Low
er Your Blood Pressure: For more information aJuly 13, 11 a.m.-noon and bout the ongoing smoking
cessation courses and other
1-2" p.m.
• Importance of Me classes, and to register to
dications and Your Blood attend, call Sandra GrosPressure: July 20, 11 venor, Bayfront registered
nurse, at (727) 824-8121.
a.m.-noon and 1-2 p.m.
• Ongoing smoking
cessation courses
Bayfront
Medical

MM

Thinking about Selling?
Call for your FREE Market
Analysis

Cheryl Parker
realtor*

Sit

ra
Mills First,

the.

8601 4th Street North

St. Petersburg, Roritla 33702
Business '{727} 577-5100
Fax (727) 577-3246

Cell (727) 798-5324
email;

com
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Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNS

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

BnWFtmALS-

p

BYDESIQN'-

■■ll
1

k JL-

I

Carla's Hair Affair
321-6802
Today's Hair
323-9445
Angela's Hair Safari
323-4840
C & C Hair Design
447-3090

"V

WAVES

ZA-L AVAR'S

Total Perfection
321-5545
L'orkel's Hair Design
327-3354

Robert's Hair Salon
866-7070

321-1930
Center Stage Unisex Salon
327-4074
A Precious Touch
321- 8146
Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

News Deadline 1$ 4 P.M. Monday.
We Welcome Your Articles and Pictures of
Community Events You Feel Would Be of
Interest to the Public
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The Federal Fair Hews

Act prelects your rlght to live where yea want

In facta in ooy decisit

iyardlnq reatai, sates, lending «r homeowner's

igsora&ee, it Is again

he taw to consider race, color, national origin

religion, sex, disahilit

r santiiy status, if you think you*ve keen denied

housing, please call u

Fair Housing, it's not an option. It’s the law

u
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
It’s that time of the holic drinks that can be
year - the days are getting 'used-for your next holiday
longer and the weather’s party to provide an alterna
“warming” up. That means tive to mixed drinks, beer
only one thing: Time to and wine, and send family
call in sick. Here are some and friends home safely.
***
actual, road-tested excuses
collected in a survey from
.
I’M FINE
the job site career builders:
Another Side Splitter
1. I forgot to come
There’s nothing what
back to work after lunch.
ever the matter with me.
2. I hurt myself bowl
I’m just as healthy as I
ing.
can be.
3. I was spit on by a
I have arthritis in both
venomous snake.
my knees.
4.1 had to he there for
And when I talk, I talk
my husband’s grand jury with a wheeze.
trial.
My pulse is weak and
5. My monkey died.
my blood is thin.
***
But I’m awfully well
KEEPING A
for the shape I’m in.
CHERISHED TRADI
I think my liver is out
TION ALIVE
of whack, and a terrible
Congrats to the Cubby, pain is in my back.
King and Hunt families
My hearing is poor, my
who will assemble in our sight is dim.
town on July 8-10 for their
Most everything seems
family reunion: As I pen to be out of trim.
this, according to a reunion
But I’m awfully well
source, there are 110 peo for the shape I’m in.
ple slated to come to meet
I have arch supports
and greet and enjoy. Also, for both my feet,
a lot of activities of interest
Or I wouldn’t be able
are planned.
to go on the street.
We will cover the
Sleeplessness I have
event in more detail next night after night,
And in the morning,
write around in This ‘n
I’m just a sight.
That.
***
My memory is failing,
my head is in a spin.
TIS’THE SEASON...
I’m peacefully living,
With the holidays
Fourth of July, Labor Day, on aspirin.
But I’m awfully well
and Grandparents Day rap
idly upon us, parties and for the shape I’m in.
The moral is, as this
celebrations with good
friends go hand-in-hand. tale unfolds, that for you
Often, that means rich and me who are growing
food and alcoholic bever old, it’s better to say, “I’m
ages. But having a good fine with a grin, then to let
time and drinking alcohol them know the shape we’re
in.”
don’t have to go together.
***
There are all kinds of
STAY LOOSE!
cold, soothing non-alco-

Pinellas County
School News
In Brief
The next meeting of
the Pinellas County School
Board will be Tuesday,
July 12, at 10 a.m. in the
conference hall of the ad
ministration building, 301
Fourth St. SW, Largo. Citi
zens may speak about any
item on the agenda not in
volving a hearing on em
ployee discipline by regis-

tering before the item is
introduced. Presentations
from the audience regard
ing items not on the agen
da may be made at the end
of the meeting. For more
information,
contact
Sterling Ivey, assistant
superintendent, communi
cations, (727) 588-6402.

Before You Buy or Lease
Any Phone System
can

Momentum Communications
For The Absolute Best Price/Service
• Consultation - System Design
• Replace or Update Equipment
• Service Contracts

1-866*999*799 ext 16 • Fax 813*977*5442
Ask for Ron
9

The Need For Progress
Continues: Seeking Quality
Education For Black Students
ST. PETERSBURG COQEBS, Or the Con
cerned Organizations for
Quality Education for
Black Students , holds reg
ular public meetings the
first Wednesday of every
month to encourage pro
gress in our youth’s educa
tional pursuits.
The meetings are held
at the Enoch Davis Center
(1111 18th Ave. S.) at 9:30
a.m. At 9 a.m., an optional
breakfast is served for a
charge.
With both longtime
educator Vyrle Davis and

Watson Haynes of the
Community Action Coa
lition serving as co-chairs
being just a few of the
actively involved organiz
ers, the COQEBS is deter
mined to let the voices of
our community be heard.
Regular agenda topics
include discussion of cur
rent issues and guest
speakers, including school
district officials.
"The guest speaker for
July will be Dr. Eugene
Givens III," said Haynes.
He will be presenting on
different findings based on

research of school district
documents, concerning
black achievement, sus
pensions and the fulfill
ment of the Federal Dis
trict’s Court order to main
tain racial progress and
balance within the school
district. We need to see that
the superintendent is fol
lowing these terms, said
Haynes.
Do your part to
become involved! For
more information about
COQEBS, please call cochair Watson Haynes (727)
823-1885, ext 222.

Alumni Enthused By Dr.
Reed's Vision
TAMPA - Hoping to
forge a stronger relation
ship with alumni of Bethune-Cookman College,
College President Dr.
Trudie Kibbe Reed ad
dressed the 37th annual
National Alumni Asso
ciation convention (here
June 17 to share her plans
and vision for the historic
institution.
Dr. Reed’s message
resounded many of the
over 100 alumni in atten
dance. One attendee, Deb
Threet of Atlanta, Ga.,
called the experience a

"life changing event."
"Not only does Dr.
Reed have a vision, but it is
a vision that gives the
alumni 'real’ ownership
and self-empowerment,”
said Deb Threet. "Her vi
sion is not what SHE is
going to do for B-CC, but
what WE are going to do
together."
"Dr. Reed did a mar
velous job of addressing
the alumni,” said John
Douglas of Brandon. "It
was the perfect opportuni
ty for her to develop a rela
tionship of trust with the
alumni. There’s no doubt

B-CC President Dr. Trudie Kibbe Reed with
Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio.

that B-CC will go a long
way under her leadership.
She knows how to get to
job done."
During her address,
Dr. Reed touched upon
many major concerns, in
cluding SACS accredita
tion, College staffing, and
the ambitious $13 million
gifts initiative for a train
ing center for the Wildcat
football team.
"We really need to
mobilize all the alumni and

make this happen,” said
Robert DeLancey of Port
St. Lucie.
"We can not turn our
backs on Bethune-Cookman ... the more people
become involved, the
sooner a change for the
good will come,” said
Marilyn Jordan of DeLand. "Dr. Reed is an awe
some leader and we must
get on board."

Bachelor s degrees
Internationa! gflgS
Business
• Associate in Arts degree
• Associate in Science
degrees including
Legal Assisting

• Certificates including
Desktop Design

At St. Petersburg College
we put no limits on your
education options.
Neither should you.

Managing Finances
During A Crisis

by Sonya Young

All tsunamis, hurri
canes and medical atroci
ties aside, there’s more to
crisis proofing deadly and
financial catastrophes. In
the realm of protecting
one’s family from the dev
astation of financial dire
straits, a simple plan starts
with a budget. If, only the
American family learned
to spend significantly less
of their income, financial
crises would almost be
come extinct.
The formula for finan
cial solace is to reduce the
outgoing budget to be
applied to a savings ac
count or market fund. The
30+ million Americans en
sconced in debt could
lower their stress rates and
genuinely enjoy life if they
put an end to over extend
ing finances. Living from
month to month impairs
the quality of life issue.
Being financially dev
astated can be a paralyzing
situation. Despite an ade
quate salary and a depend
able job, families across
the United States continue
to be challenged by mak
ing their means last from
month to month.
Pre-Crisis Financial
Planning
Starting a savings ac
count or plan features a
surefire way to be prepared
for unforeseen costly
emergencies. It could be
anything from a malfunc
tioning boiler or a house
hold flood. In lieu of the
family crisis, being pre
pared financially can cush
ion the devastation of the
event. Nevertheless, learn
ing new spending habits
may be challenging for a
compulsive spender. Keep
ing up with the Joneses is
not-worth the superficiality
of terminal financial dis
tress.
Obviously, there are
only two solutions to the
spending deficit equation;
either:

1. Increase one’s
salary significantly
2. Start living below
your financial means dras
tically.
Unfortunately,
not
everyone is able to achieve
either objective. In fact, for
many consumers they
require both goals to the
spending objective, start
making more and stop
spending until they can see
their w ay out of the red.
As the old adage, "The
more you make, the more
you want" is true. But the
problem grows when peo
ple begin to spend more
than they make.
The end result is a
financial avalanche. Even
if you think that you have
the rob Peter to pay Paul
down pat, it’s only a matter
of time before everything
could snowball. The reality
is that the only financial
rescue team available to
you may be a personal loan
or debt consolidation loan.
To prevent the domi
noes’ effect of financial
stress take over here are a
few steps to quell your
finances in the right direc
tion:
• Compile a list of cur
rent bills
• Devise a list of
household operations
• Review areas to cut
spending (ordering out,
entertainment, shopping
sprees, etc)
• Develop a balanced
budget to live on only 60
percent of your household
income
• Sell any personal
commodities that are be
yond
one’s
financial
means.
• Get organized on
your PC with either a
Quicken or Microsoft pro
gram.
• Work to balance your
budget by paying of bills
• Detail a goal with
realistic terms
• Stock between five

Freedom of Choice

The SHELLFISH SAMPLER:
Half Lb Each:
Shrimp, Scallops, Oysters, Calamari
Only $27.99
Cooked Perfectly to Order!
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 341-4772

St. Petersburg College
Excellence in education since 1927

and ten percent a month
into a savings account or a
money market account on
a regular basis.
Fast Debt Solution
Since the idea of tak
ing on a second job is an
unpopular choice for most
people, a rapid debt solu
tion is a debt consolidation
loan. Since the loan is
designed to pay-off current
debt and stretch out the
repayment term over time,
it can be the ultimate debt
solution for managing
one’s finances.
Financial Crisis Savers
Personal loans are
either secured or unse
cured loans. Secured loans
place the borrower’s prop
erty up for collateral. (For
example, a house, real
estate property or a high
end recreational vehicle).
An unsecured loan usually
has a-higher interest rate.
Since the financial institu
tion is at greater risk of a
defaulted loan for a person
with poor credit, the fees
are reflected in the interest
rate.
Pretty straightforward,
debt consolidation loans repay all current bills.
Then the loan Charges the
borrower an interest and
monthly charge. For its
overall convenience and
ease is considered an im
mediate way of quelling
financial stress.
For the type of emer
gency, where one needs
less than a thousand dol
lars, a payday loan is just
the remedy. The best way
to outsmart a payday loan
is by paying the loan im
mediately and avoiding
going with a plan that has a
pre-payment penalty.
During a family or
financial crisis it’s com
forting to know that finan
cial squadrons otherwise
known as debt consolida
tion, personal loans or
even payday loans may be
the option for a monetary
rescue.
Sonya Y. Young serves
as CEO of Young Financial
Corporation, 1950 1st Ave
North, Suite 216, St.
Petersburg. For more in
formation, please contact
heron her business line at:
(727) 822-9898, fax: (727)
822-9445 or via email at:
www.youngfinancialcorp. c
om.

327- 8309
328- 8309

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM

MARKET A RESTAURANT

Sunday ... Gone Fishin'

.WHERE THE LOCALS BUY..

FOR OVER 21 YEAR'

Please Support Our Paper by Patronizing Our Advertisers
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Planned Parenthood Trains For Community
Education, Graduates First Class

Back row, left to right: Jane Maxwell, PP's Outreach Educator, Marilyn Anderson, PP's Director of Education, Natlie Owens,
Sister Tiviea Muhammed, Tracie Reddick. Kneeling: Sandra Watson and Lawanda Walker, PP's Director of Diversity.

PINELLAS COUN
TY-- Planned Parenthood
graduated its first class of
Adult Role Models (ARM)
this past weekend.

Participants completed
five three-hour workshops
that provided them with
the skills needed to go into
the community to teach

parents how to initiative
conversations with their
children about sex. ARM
participants are paid to
attend the trainings, as well

as to conduct community
workshops.
For more information,
please contact Marilyn
Anderson, Planned Parent-

hood’s Director of Educa
tion, at (941) 955-1860,
ext. 19.

Parents: Protect Your Child
From Gun Violence
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Do you know if the par
ents) of your child's best
friend is g gun owner?
Not knowing that
answer could put your
child a risk.
Just
ask
Jeanne
Caroline.
Nearly two years ago,
her son Sean, 12, was
fatally shot in the head by
his 14-year-old buddy.
A few days earlier, the
boys had played with the
.357 magnum that was
kept in the boys home.
"A lot of times kids
.will see a gun at their
friends home and they
won't
say
anything,"
Caroline said. "If you don't
ask, they are not going to
tell."
Caroline is asking par
ents must question their
children about the house
holds they visit before they
become
a
statistic.
Consider these statistics
from the Pinellas County
Health Department:
• Unintentional shoot
ings account for about 20

percent of all firearm relat
ed fatalities among chil
dren ages 14 and under,
compared with 3 percent
for the entire U.S. popula
tion.
• Americans possess
nearly 200 million fire
arms, including 65 million
handguns.
• About one-third of
families with children (re
presenting 22 million .chil
dren in 1-1 million homes)
keep at least one gun in the
home. • Nearly all childhood
unintentional
shooting
deaths occur in or around
the home.
Fifty percent occur in
the home of the victim and
nearly 40 percent occur in
the home of a friend or rel
ative.
"Does your friend's
parent own a gun is not a
common question that
most parents ask, but it is
one they need to know,"
Caroline said. "It is a mat
ter of life or death.'1
With school out, kids
will be spending a lot of
time at the homes ' of.
friends and relatives. They

need to be taught what to
do when they encounter a
gun, said Caroline, who
advocates against toy guns,
movies and video games,
which glamorize weapons
and desensitizes children
to violence.
"Kids need to know
they are not indestructible.
In real life, you don't
always get up after you've
been shot," she said. "Guns
are not toys, but nowadays
they look so real it's hard
for kids to tell the differ
ence. Even the play guns
are powerful enough to
seriously injure someone."
In 2002, nearly 8,500
children ages 14 and under
were treated in hospital
emergency rooms for unin
tentional non-powder (BB
guns, pellet guns), gunrelated injuries.
"Guns have become
part of the socialization of
boys," concluded Elihu
Brayboy, who is in fcharge
of the PCHD's Violence
Prevention
Programs.
"What do we give boys as
gifts? Trucks^ balls and.
guns. What is it costing
us?"

Commodores Perform Free
Concert For Holiday Weekend

The Running Soles Stride Towards Junior
Olympics!
TAMPA BAY - Con
gratulations are in-order for
the coaches, athletes and
parents of Running Soles
Youth Track Club (located
in St. Petersburg) in it’s
second year of existence
placing 1st place at the
14th Annual Bay Area
Youth Track and Field
(BAYTAF) Classic in the
Division II (teams with 20
to 44 athletes) held at Uni
versity of South Florida.
This event had over 2,100
athletes that competed
from Cayman Islands, Ba
hamas, New Orleans,
Georgia and North Caro
lina during the Memorial

Day weekend May 27 - 29,
2005.
Running Soles Youth
Track Club is a 50l(c)3
non-profit organization,
formed in December 2003,
under group exemption
number AAU #1155. Run
ning Soles Youth Track
Club has 13 coaches who
volunteer their time to help
those at risk. The mission
of Running Soles-Youth
Track Club is to provide an
after school program to
help develop youth leaders
and athletes of tomorrow.
It is their goal to develop
happy, healthy, and confi
dent
young
athletes

through placing them in
events were they can excel.
It is also their intent to
assist our youth in becom
ing active in giving back to
our community.
The Running Soles
practices are held at St.
Petersburg High School,
2501 Fifth Ave. N., from
5:45 to 7:15 p.m. Monday
through Friday. The team
practices in preparation for
the AAU State Champion
ships to be held at the Uni
versity of Florida - Gaines
ville June 23-26, 2005.
Currently, twenty-nine ath
letes have qualified for the
Junior Olympics to be held

July 29 - August 6,2005, in
New Orleans, La.
The organization needs
your financial help - private
citizens, businesses, com
munity leaders and church
es - in sending our youth
from St. Petersburg to com
pete in the state and nation
al track and field competi
tions. They are in need of
‘two rental vans (Junior
Olympics), lunch and din
ner sponsors, hotel expens
es or vouchers (one to nine
days per athlete); and spon
sors for athletes ($250
Junior Olympics). Their
youth, parents and coaches
thank you for your support.

You can send your tax
deductible
check
to:
Running Soles Youth Track
Club, P.O. Box 10165, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33733
Any donation will be
accepted. All sponsors will
be recognized for there
contribution in helping our
youth.
For ftiore information,
Running Souls Youth Track
Club President Anthony
Sullivan can be contacted
by e-mail: asullivan644
@ aol.com, (cell) (813)
508-0972, or (home) (727)
823-2759.
The contemporary Commodores’ group includes William King, Walter
"Clyde" Orange, and J.D. Nicholas.

Your Hospice
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PINELLAS COUN
TY - Rain or shine, as part
of the City of Clearwater’s
special events planned for
the Fourth of July week
end, the R&B sounds of
the Commodores will
make for a great time at
Coachman Park!
On July 3, the group,
known for soulful hits like
"Easy," and "Three Times
A Lady," and of course,
"Brickhouse," will per
form at the park for

"Clearwater Celebrates
America."
Gates open at 4 p.m.;
other groups expected to
perform include Mercy
("Love Can Make You
Happy" at 5 p.m.) and the
Rdyal
Guardsmen
("Snoopy vs: The Red
Baron at 7. p.m.). The
Commodores are expected
to take the stage around 9
p.m. Family activities, as
well as food and beverages
will be available to help

make this a special event!
Coachman Park is
located at 301 Drew St.,
Clearwater.
General
admission to the park is
free on the lawn. Tickets
are for the reserved seating
area only, and are available
at Ticketmaster outlets or
www.ticketmaster .com.
Children under the age of
5 do not need-a ticket. For
more information^ please
call (727) 562-4800.

When They’re Needed Most
We have a long way to go.
hasten
human

along

the

road,

tenderness

and

the

So let us
road of

generosity.

Groping, we may find one another's
hands in the dark.,

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Automobile Accidents

Criminal Defense
Divorce
Nursing Home Abuse/Neglect

- Emily Green Balch

1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

Wills & Probate

SOUTH TRUST BUILDING
150 SECOND AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 810
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701
(727) 898-9292
The hiring of a lawye
to send you free u nit

md expe

OF THE FLORIDA SUNQMST

(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org

[Have a Safe and Wonderful 4th of July Holiday |

AMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

‘Operation Donation’ A Success!
Over 6,000 pounds offood gathered for the homeless

There Is A Reason To Read
The Weekly Challenger!
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ST. PETERSBURG A heartfelt thanks to all the
children, teens, adults,
their families and neigh
bors at the city of St.
Petersburg Recreation De
partment for helping make
a difference in our commu
nity! On Monday, June 20,
they tallied and found that
collectively, over 6,000
pounds of food for St.
Petersburg homeless shel
ters had been gathered!
Between June 13-17,
the Operation 211 Dona
tion massive campaign to
feed our neighbors began
and ended with empower
ment of a great team effort.
The entire operation in
cluding other cities and
Pinellas County collected
2.200 lbs. last year. This
year the area collected
12.200 lbs. What does this
mean? With each needy
person given 71bs. of food,
there was enough to give at
least one meal to 1,714
hungry people.
Children and teens
competed at the Recreation
Centers to see who could
bring in the most food.
Each center had a barome
ter to keep track. Children
decorated the boxes and
hung posters to entice fam
ilies to bring food to the
centers. Flyers were dis
tributed, releases were sent
to the press, gentle re- *
minders were sent via
email and marquees read,

>

(*■>

"Canned Food Drive for
Local Shelters, Drop Off
Here." The friendly com
petition, TASCO workers
driving around to the vari
ous locations to pick up the
food, loading and unload
ing the trucks, children

helping to separate the
food into categories and
volunteers at the distribu
tion center in Largo, all
made it a worthwhile effort
for our community.
For more information
about these efforts, please

contact Alexis Shuder of
the City of St. Petersburg’s
Public Information Recrea
tion Department, Leisure
Services, at. (727) 893-.
7918.

Campbell Park Neighborhood
Association
A venue South
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Ages 6 -15
Sign up TODAY

i Dentist Visit

1tth Avenue South

Teaching
Everyone the
Elements tor
Teeth to he
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Front Porch Community Residents
First come. First Serve
Limited Seating

d120! 7th Avenue South
t St. Petersburg. FL, 33705
Phone; 72M2M3W

i

, Fax: 727-55I-O7O4

Ltnail: (eelhttfcpnfc.org

Mr. Bennett. Program Coordinator

Witt, Fret

www.cpnfc.org/teeth.htm

Wit Visit

Frogrant Sttp^orurt

Ages 6-15
Sign up TODAY
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STATE NEWS
Miami Woman Is First Black Female U.S.
Coast Guard Aviator
CORPUS CHRISTI,
Texas (AP) - A Miami
woman's passion for flying
helped her make history as
the first black female U.S.
Coast Guard aviator.
Lt. j.g. Jeanine Mc
Intosh, 26, who received
her wings in a ceremony
Friday at Corpus Christi
Naval Air Station, says the
experience has been hum
bling.
“I'm just really hon-

ored," she said after the
ceremony. “There's no
other word for it."
McIntosh began * her
training at the base in
January,
learning
the
instruments and flight pat
terns and going on mis
sions.
But the road to her
dream has not been
smooth. She underwent
laser eye surgery to correct
her vision and had to over-

come her fear of water.
“Conquering so many
personal struggles prepared
me for the mental drive
necessary to complete the
extremely
challenging
training regimen," Me-.
Intosh said.
Lt. Ron Mench, Coast
Guard spokesman in Wash
ington, confirmed to The
Associated Press on Sun
day that McIntosh is the
Coast Guard's first black

female aviator.
Bobby C. Wilks be
came the first black Coast
Guard aviator in 1957, and
Janna Lambine became the
first female Coast Guard
aviator in 1977.
McIntosh's family says
she is a humble person who
worked hard to make
something of herself.

Arrest Made For Slaying Of FAMU Student
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - The roommate of a
slain Florida A&M student
whose body was found in a
retention pond was charged
with his death Monday.
Apartment complex
surveillance cameras cap-

tured Dwight Devon Smith
carrying the body of Willie
James Davis, 20, of
Jacksonville, to Davis' car,
Tallahassee police said
Monday.
Davis' body who was
found in a pond June 19.

Investigators
believe
Smith, 26, argued with
Davis and then shot him
once in the chest. They say
Smith left the body in the
apartment for three days
before taking it to the pond.
Police say Smith then con-

tinued to drive Davis' car
around town.
Smith was being held
in the Leon County Jail
already on an unrelated
charge last week. It could
not be determined if Smith
has an attorney.

Shaq Adds MBA To His NBA Title

Settlement Ends Federal Investigation Of
FAMU Science Grant
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) Florida A&M University
has reached a $1.5 million
settlement to end a threeyear federal investigation
of how it spent a grant to
train minority college stu
dents in math, science,
engineering and technolo

gyBut the National Sci
ence Foundation said the
settlement does not resolve

all its concerns about how
the university manages its
grants, a spokeswoman
said Monday.
Foundation officials

would visit the university
this week to check its
record keeping and ac
counting practices, spokes
woman Leslie Fink said.
In an April 27 letter,
the foundation threatened
to terminate all its federal
grants to the historically
black school if it didn't
solve its financial problems
within two months. All
grants recommended for
approval were put on hold.
The settlement requires the
approval of FAMU trus
tees, who were scheduled
to vote on the settlement

Thursday.
The university received
$4.8 million from Sept. 1,
1997, to Dec. 25, 2004, to
run a Center for Research
Excellence in Science and
Technology. It could not
account for how $1.4 mil
lion was spent, according
to-the settlement.
The science foundation
began investigating in June
2002 because of “questions
concerning whether FAMU
had appropriately spent
NSF Award funds and
whether FAMU accurately
reported the financial status

of the award to NSF," the
settlement said.
The settlement requires
the. university to repay the
science foundation $1.4
million in grant money, and
an additional $95,000 for
investigative costs. FAMU
would also undergo an
annual audit to ensure com
pliance.
“Even though FAMU
believes the money was
spent properly, we don't
have the documentation to
support it," said Challis
Lowe, chairwoman of the
board of trustees.

Bankrupt Winn-Dixie to Cut 22,000 Jobs
Winn-Dixie to close 35 percent of its stores, cut jobs to try to emerge from bank
ruptcy
by Ron Word
Associated Press Writer
JACKSONVILLE, Fla.
- Bankrupt supermarket
chain Winn-Dixie an
nounced June 21 that it will
cut 22,000 jobs, or 28 per
cent of its work force, as it
shutters 326 stores in an
attempt to emerge from
bankruptcy.
The company is clos
ing 35 percent of its outlets
under a proposed Chapter
11 reorganization plan. An
additional 500 workers will
lose their jobs at its Jack
sonville headquarters.
Winn-Dixie Stores Inc.
will cease operations in
four s.tates Tennessee,
Virginia and North and

South Carolina and trim
businesses in Florida,
Georgia, Alabama, Missis
sippi and Louisiana. It will
exit the Atlanta market.
The company said it
will try to sell six dairy
plants, its pizza plant in
Montgomery, Ala., and- its
Chek
Beverage/Deep
South Products plant in
Fitzgerald, Ga., which pro
duces Chek soda, shelf-sta
ble juices and condiments.
If buyers are not found, the
company said it would con
tinue to operate the Chek
Beverage plant and its
dairies in Hammond, La.,
and Plant City, Fla.
Winn Dixie also said it
is working to find a third

party to produce elsewhere
the items made at its Astor
Products plant in Jack
sonville and the condi
ments at the Deep South
plant. The plants will then
be closed.
"We made a very de
tailed announcement, and 1
am confident we are mak
ing the right decision," said
Peter Lynch, company
president and CEO. Lynch
had said for months thatthe
reorganized company must
be smaller and that it was
difficult to determine
which stores to close.
"We've done a deep
dive in every store," he said
at a news conference.
Winn-Dixie is leaving

a number of larger markets,
including Augusta and
Savannah in Georgia;
Charleston, Columbia and
Greenville-Spartanburg in
South Carolina; Charlotte,
Greensboro-High Point and
Raleigh-Durham in North
Carolina;
Chattanooga,
Tenn.; Columbus, Tupelo
and Jack$on in Mississippi
and Alexandria, La.
Burt P. Flickinger III,
managing director of Stra
tegic Resources Group in
New York, said he doesn't
believe the changes will
save Winn-Dixie, which
must still battle rivals
Publix Super Markets-Inc.
and Wal-Mart Stores Inc.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
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OUR ADVERTISERS

ROC
Reading instruction is a science.We know that

teachers trained in and equipped with sdentifieaSy based
instructional techniques can help all children learn to become
strong, Independent readers.

The Partnership lor Reading is committed
to supplying educators and parents with the

information, materials, and support they need

to ensure that proven instructional approaches
to reading are used in their classrooms.

For more information log on to nifl.gov/partnershipforreading.

In this photo provided by the University of Phoenix, NBA star Shaquille O'Neal looks over at his family after
receiving his master of business administration degree from the University of Phoenix during commencement
ceremonies Saturday, June 25, in Inglewood, Calif. O'Neal said he would like to earn one more master's
degree, then a doctorate degree, possibly in criminal justice, so he can pursue a career in law enforcement
after his basketball playing days are over. O'Neal's assistant, Cynthia Atterberry, right, also received her
MBA degree.
working adults, the Big different egos, to get every- ready had more than a little
bv Robert Jablon
Associated Press Writer
Graduate did online work body to work together," he experience in the business
world .from product en
INGLEWOOD, Calif. and, before he was traded, said.
But O'Neal likes to be dorsements, his own cloth
(AP) - Shaquille O'Neal attended classes several
returned to the Forum on days a week at a West Los in charge. He previously ing line and forays into
Saturday not for the NBA Angeles campus. Fellow took courses at a police movies and music.
students weren't intimidat academy and said he'll aim
but to pick up his MBA.
The degree,, he said,
for another degree, in crim “solidifies that I'm a busi
The man who once called ed, he joked.
aeThey would all say, inal justice; He hopes to nessman."
himself the Big Aristotle
'You're
not like we thought eventually work as a sheriff
was the tallest and most
Yes, the Big Executive
famous of the 2,200- you would be. You're not as or police chief and said he is ready to take on Bill
University of Phoenix smart as we thought that met some people in those Gates and Donald Trump.
top positions with ad
graduates at the arena. But you would be,'" he said.
“I could always go and
O'Neal, who left the vanced degrees.
O'Neal said he was simply
have a conversation, with
“I wanted to have the Mr. Gates or Mr Trump.
getting ready for the real Lakers following a wellpublicized feud with Kobe same type of knowledge- But now that f have this,"
world.
“It's just something to Bryant, said his job experi that they had," he said.
he said, “I can really have a
O'Neal worked' with conversation with them on
have on my resume (for) ence came in handy in the
when I go back into reali classroom.
classmates to design mock the same level that they
“I used my basketball sneaker and cell phone have their conversations."
ty," the 7-foot-l Miami
experience
working with companies, though he alHeat center said in an inter
view before picking up his
master's in business admin
istration. “Someday I might
have to put down a basket
ball and have a regular 9to-5 like everybody else."
O'Neal played with the
Los Angeles Lakers at the
Forum until the team
moved to the downtown
Staples Center in 1999.
Championship banners and
the gold-and-purple jerseys
of retired stars still hang on
the walls.
“Sports for me has
always been, you know,
fairy tale life, And this right
here is real life," he said of
his degree. "This right here
means more."
Wesfcoast Black Theatre Troupe
O'Neal left Louisiana
DUKE ELLINGTON’S
State University as a junior
in 1992 to go pro, but made
good on a promise to his
mother to graduate by earn
ing a bachelor's in business
from LSU in 2000.
For the University of
Phoenix, a national forprofit college that caters to

J°PHiJTiaKD lADief
July 7 at 8:15 p.m. - July 8 at 8:15 p.m
July 9 at at 2:15 p.m. and 8:15 p.m. - July 10 at 2:15 p.m.
Adults $ 19.00 - Students $9.00

LIVE ON STAGE AT OCALA CIVIC THEATRE
4337 East Silver Springs Boulevard - Ocala

Information and Reservations: (352) 236-2274
C|ip this ad and receive a $200 discount off the regular price at admission
Valid for up to two (2) tickets purchased on the same dav

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ONTO nifl.gov/partnersMpforreading

Not valid with any other discounts. Expires July 10.2005
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NATIONAL NEWS
National Urban League Prepares For
Annual Conference
NEW YORK - The

Michael J. Critelli, Nation

National Urban League has

al Urban League Chairman

announced that registration
for its annual conference is

of the Board and CEO,
Pitney Bowes Inc. and
Kerry Killinger, Chairman,

now open and available via

its website at www.nul.org

President and Chief Ex

and telephone toll-free at

ecutive

(800) 263-9926. The con

Wash

ington Mutual, Inc. and the

ference will convene July

annual Whitney M. Young,

27 through July 31 at the

Washington

Officer,

Jr. Conference Gala tribute

Convention

to legends. The Honorable

Center in Washington, D.C.

Hazel R. O’Leary, Presi

This year’s theme is

Celebrating 95 Years of

dent, Fisk University; Dr.
H.
Patrick
Swygert,

Empowering Communities

President, Howard Univer

and Changing Lives and is

sity and Dr. Norman E.

expected to draw 15,000

Francis, President, Xavier

attendees from across the
nation and region. Wash

University of New Orleans
are the awardees.

ington Mutual is the 2005
conference chair.

Scheduled events in
clude plenary sessions fea
turing invited guests The

"As we celebrate 95 years of direct service to com
munities across this nation, we expect the annual
conference in Washington, D.C. to be the largest
gathering of the Urban League Movement, said Marc
H. Morial, National Urban League President and
CEO.

Honorable Hillary Clinton,

The

Woman

second

annual

of

Power

Luncheon will pay tribute
to Marian Wright Edelman,
Founder & CEO, Chil

dren’s Defense Fund; Risa

U.S. Senator (NY) and the

cialty zones, three, high-

plenary ses&ions and events

Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr.,

powered luncheons, two

that present some of the

Lavizzo-Mourey, M.D.,
M.B.A., President & CEO

Founder & President Rain

concerts featuring India

nation’s most illustrious

Robert

bow Coalition/PUSH. Oth

Arie,

McKnight,

and influential leaders. It

Foundation; Carol H. Wil

er plenary sessions speak

Doug E. Fresh and Chuck

also gives us a chance to

liams, President, CEO &

ers include John Jacob and

Brown, daily networking

sessions, a variety of regis

discuss and finds ways to
help one another in closing

Chief Creative

Hugh Price, former Presi

dents of the National Urban

tration options and a new

Dick

author and activist, Kevin

young professional’s Influencer Summit.

Powell, Hip-Hop Historian
and author; 'Hazel R.

"As we celebrate 95
years of direct service to

O’Leary, President, Fisk
University; Dr. H. Patrick
Swygert, President, How
ard University and Dr.

communities across this
nation, we expectthe annu
al conference in Washing
ton, D.C. to be the largest
gathering of the Urban

League,

Gregory

Norman E. Francis, Presi

Brian

Wood

Officer,

and economics. The annu

Operations & Senior Vice

al conference helps bring

President, Xerox Corpora

people

tion; the Honorable Anice
Wagner, District of Colum
bia Circuit Court Judge;
Michelle McQueen Martin,
News Correspondent, ABC
News; The Honorable
Eleanor Holmes Norton,

issues of concern to our
community
and
the
nation."
National Urban League
annual conference activi

League Movement, said

ties open to registered

Marc H. Morial, National

guests include the National

this

Urban League President

Urban League President

Congressional Representa
tive for the District of Co

of

year’s conference include

and CEO.

"The annual

Marc H. Morial’s keynote

lumbia; and Briana Scurry,

interactive

conference

will

feature

address, which will include

Olympic Gold Medalist,

an

exciting,

exhibit hall with five spe-

innovative -• and interactive

special

remarks

from

A National Association for to improve its hiring and
the Advancement of Col promotion practices.
ored People search com
Gordon was born in
mittee invited Gordon to Camden, N.J., and raised
apply for the position in with four siblings by par
February. More than 250 ents who were both educa
candidates were consid tors and NAACP activists.
ered, Bond said.
He serves on boards of
It became clear last Southern Co. and Tyco
week that Gordon was the International Ltd. and is a
only presidential candidate trustee of Gettysburg Col
under consideration, a lege and the Alvin Ailey
choice that marked strik Dance Foundation. He was
ing change for the NAACP. named one of Fortune mag
Most presidents have been azine's 50 most powerful
political or religious lead black executives in 2002
ers, or prominent figures and executive of the year
from the civil rights move by Black Enterprise maga
ment.
zine in 1998.
“He's not a minister or
“I think he's a god
a politician, but this man's send," said Leroy Warren, a
been doing it all along," board member from Silver
said Eric Cevis, a vice pres Spring, Md., minutes after
ident in Verizon's retail the board voted. “We need
division who has known to get back to real civil
Gordon since 1986. “He rights and economic devel
has a social accountability opment. ... He has the inteb
that he's been preaching for ligence to move forward.'"
years."
After contract negotia-Cevis said Gordon pio tions, Gordon is expected
neered diversity efforts at to be confirmed as presi
Verizon for blacks and dent at the association's
other minorities, consis convention in July.
tently pushing the company

a

Performances Steal BET Awards
Spotlight

President, Business Group

dent, Xavier University of
New Orleans.
Highlights

and the NAACP that serves
the mutual interests of both
of those parties," he said.
"Sol expect going forward
to find a way to forge that
relationship."
Relations between the
NAACP and Bush adminis
tration have been strained.
Julian Bond, chairman of
the group's board of direc
tors, has condemned the
administration's policies on
education, the economy
and the war in Iraq and
urged high black voter
turnout to defeat Bush for
re-election last year.
Gordon was selected
by a large majority of the
board to succeed Kweisi
Mfume, former U.S. repre
sentative and a candidate
for Senate in Maryland
who resigned abruptly in
December. Several months
later, a report surfaced that
his personal relationships
with NAACP staffers had
contributed to widespread
mismanagement at national

Carol H. Williams Adver
tising; Ursula M. Burns,

around

from front pg.

headquarters in Baltimore.
One staff member threat
ened to sue.
Described as a topnotch leader and consen
sus-builder, Gordon, 59,
began his career in 1968 as
a management trainee at
Bell of Pennsylvania. For
35 years, amid massive
upheaval in the telecommu
nications industry, he
helped the company navi
gate the string of mergers
that led it to become Veri
zon Communications Inc.
When he retired in De
cember 2003, he was chief
of Verizon's biggest divi
sion - retail markets.
Gordon's
corporate
background “means that he
is accustomed to working
within a system in which
merit and achievement
count the most," Bond said
in an interview. "That was
attractive to us. Not to say
that the NAACP didn't have
that. But with every step
we've taken ... we wanted
to move up. And we think
he's going to bring us a
quantitative move up."

Johnson

the tremendous gaps that
exist in health, education

together

NAACP

U.S. Women’s Soccer.

Gladys Knight accepts the BET Lifetime
Achievement Award during the 5th annual BET
Awards on Tuesday, June 28, in Los Angeles.
LOS ANGELES (AP)-

Stevie Wonder showed off

his dance moves, Will
Smith arrived in a horsedrawn carriage and The
Fugees got together again.
Extravagant performances
and on-stage antics largely
stole the spotlight from the
winners at Tuesday night's
BET Awards - if the win
ners showed up at all, that
is.
Among the eight noshows was top honoree
Kanye West, who earned
trophies for male hip-hop
artist and video of the year
for his "Jesus Walks." Den
zel Washington's wife Pauletta accepted an award

honoring the couple's char
itable endeavors; Jamie
Foxx won the award for
best actor, and though he
wasn't on stage he had re
corded an audio messageTa
presenter Tom Cruise, say
ing: "I'm jumping up and
down on the couch right
now in my room."
Others who did show
included soon-to-disband
Destiny's Child, named
best group, and l9-year-old
Atlanta singer Ciara, the
leading nominee who won
for her dance collaboration
with Missy Elliott on "1, 2
Step."

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
South African Leader Fights for
Charter

A

traditional

healer

(above) among the thou

sands of Congress of
South African Trade Un
ions" (COSATU) members

protest

through

the

streets of Johannesburg,
South Africa, Monday,
June 27. South African

trade unions staged a
nationwide strike Mon

day to protest high unem
ployment and job losses,
with employers reporting

a mixed response.
AP Photo

Former South African President Nelson Mandela,
left, chats to Walters Sisulu's widow Albertina Sisuli
right, during the 50th Anniversary of the Freedom
Charter and the unveiling of the monument at
Kliptown in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday,
June 26. President Thabo Mbeki pledged Sunday tc
do everything-in his power to fulfill the dream of a
united, non-racial South Africa set out in a Freedon
Charter drafted by his anti-apartheid movementturned-governing party 50 years ago.
AP Photo/Siphiwe Sibefc
SOWETO,
South other anti-apartheid grou
Africa - President Thabo at a gathering on June 2
Mbeki pledged Sunday to 1955, inspired generatio
fulfill the dream of a united in the struggle again
South Africa as- it was set white-minority rule ai
out in a charter drafted by established principles f
his anti-apartheid move the constitution draft!
ment-turned-governing after apartheid's end
party 50 years ago.
1994.
The Freedom Charter .
"Central to that visit
adopted by the African is the course on which tl
National Congress and Freedom Charter set oi

CAPTION 2: South Africa's first woman Deputy
President, Phumzile Gloria Mlambo-Ngcuka (49),
right, and President Thabo Mbeki, left, pose for a
photograph after she was sworn in by Justice Pius
Langa in Cape Town South Africa, Thursday, June,
23, 2005. Women's rights activists have hailed her
appointment as a major breakthrough for gender
equality and democracy. Mlambo-Ngcuka, Who
replaces axed Jacob Zuma, is married to Bulelani
, Ngcuka, former head of National Prosecution
;
Authority (Scorpions), who first linked Zuma to cor-Z
ruption.
AP Photo/Obed Zilwa

country when it said 'South
Africa belongs to all who
live in it, black and white,"'
Mbeki told some 20,000
people gathered to cele
brate the anniversary, the
South
African
Press
Association reported.
The document provid
ed a blueprint for a post
apartheid' South Africa.
While the goal of a free and

democratic society was
achieved with the first allrace election in 1994, ANC
leaders concede the prom
ise-of improved lives and a
share of the country's
wealth for all remain out of
reach for millions of im
poverished blacks.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries of residents, former residents and seasonal visitors are published without charge. They may include the person ’s age and surviving
relatives. This information is obtained from the funeral home. Photographs to accompany obituaries are welcome.
For information, call (727) 896-2922 before 1 p.m. Monday & Tuesday. Email all information to: wceditor@tampabay.rr.com.

ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

Home, St. Petersburg.

KAMARI

RASHAD,

25,

June

died
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his

2, died June 25, 2005.
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four

Widow Of *64 Kian Victim Says Verdict
Shows Race Still A Factor

FRANKLIN,

Robert

brothers,

sons, Antonio Towns,

Pearson

Darrell, - Michael

and

Simmons IV; one sister,

Tony L. Ashley; one

Keyla Franklin; maternal

stepdaughter,

Kawana

grandparents, Daish Ford

two

and Charles Calhoun;
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grandmother,
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sisters,
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HAMMOND, HAR-

caregiver,

Samuel

Jasmine Robinson; 16

Kicklighter; 15 grand

grandchildren; and sev

Michelle Ashley;

brothers, Henry Towns,
Jr.,

six

Towns;

and

Freddie

Dobbins,

Vanester
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Lucille

Fay

children;

Towns, Gail Moltrie and
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great

seven

grandchildren; one great

Evelyn Hull; and one
grandson.
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great

Hill

grandchild;' and

several nieces, nephews
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relatives.

other

Smith Funeral Home, St.
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nieces,
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nephews, other relatives
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friends.

Home,
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ROBERT JAMES, 34,
died Saturday, June 25,

2005. Survivors include

his father, Robert Lee
VEY LEE, 60, died June

(Laurastine) Lockley; his

2005. • Survivors

mother, Elaine (Greg)

25,

include one daughter,

Thomas;

Denise L. L. Swisher;

mother, Idella Lockley;

two

stepdaughters,

his grandfather, James

and

(Annette) Simmons; one

Victoria
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EASON,

Milton

adopted

his

Paula Mays; three grand

daughter,

CLAUDE, 82, died June

sons,

Swisher,

sister, Amelia Lockley;

16,

Forbes

and

four stepsisters, Monica,

MAE, 93, died June 22,

wife,

Joshua. Swisher; three

Fatima Proctor, Audrey

2005. Survivors include

six

granddaughters, Nicole

and Barbara Poe; two

four

sons, Willie Eason II,

Swisher, Katie Swisher

brothers, Travis and Eric

Rivers, Nancy Brown,
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Lockley;

Eason, Willie Eason III,

stepgrandsons; five great

aunts,
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and
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friends.
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include
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LEROY, SR., 92, died

15,
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include his wife, Geneva

nieces,
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2005.

include

two
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several
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friends. Smith Funeral
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Sylvester

Harris

Berry; 16 grandchildren;

Frankie

anfd several great grand
children. McRae Funeral

Harris; three daughters,
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Debra Harris, Harriett

Robinson

M. Robinson; four sons,
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John (Angela) Robinson,
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t
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other
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WESLEY, 63, died June

Robinson

Barbara

Carrie

sisters,
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Home, Crystal River.

Home, St. Petersburg.

HARRIS, JOHNNIE

Kailey;

by Shelia Byrd
Associated Press Writer
PHILADELPHIA,
Miss. (AP) - With every eye
fixed on her, Rita Schwemer
Bender kept her composure,
leaning forward in the wit
ness chair and taking the
Mississippi courtroom back
to a time when black people,
and any who sympathized
with them, lived under a ter
ror threat.
Bender, now a Seattle
attorney, told of moving with
her
husband,
Michael
Schwemer, to operate a
“freedom school" for blacks
in the fiercely segregated
Mississippi of 1964. Back
then, she had described
whispered threats on the
home phone, including the
voice that said, “The Jewboy is dead."
But on this day the
courtroom was so quiet you
could
hear
'spectators
breathe when she recounted
the moment she knew they
were gone forever - when
. their blue station wagon was
found, burned and aban
doned.
“I think it hit me for the
first time that they were
dead, that there was really
no realistic possibility that
they were alive," she said.
Bender broke her cus
tomary silence about the
1964 murders in the hope
her testimony could help
convict an 80-year-old Ku
Klux Klansman in their
deaths.
And it did - 41 years to
the day after Michael
Schwemer, Andrew Good
man Anti James Chaney were
kidnapped, and killed under
the cover of night. Gn
Tuesday, June 21, Edgar Ray
Killen was found guilty of
three counts of manslaugh
ter. He could have been con
victed of murder.
And again, Bender re
mained composed despite
deep emotions as She spoke
outside the courthouse after
ward.
“I hope that this convic
tion helps to shed some light
on what happened in this ■
state," the petite, whitehaired widow said. “Yet,
there is something else that,
needs to be said.

Robinson,

T.

(Kimancia)
and

Isaiah

$890

PRAYER
HELPS!

Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available
11801 - U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

7X7-57X-4355

GOD IS THE ONLY ONE IN A POSI
TION TO LOOK DOWN ON SOMEONE

We arrange Military Honors and
; Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
‘Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

AP Photo/Rogelio Solis
“The fact that some
members of that jury could
have sat through that testi
mony, and could not bring
themselves to acknowledge
that these were murders,
committed with malice, indi
cates that there are still peo
ple, unfortunately, among
you who choose to look
aside and choose to not see
the truth.
“And that means that
there's still a lot more yet to
be done."
The young New Yorkers
already had been through
more than most married cou
ples witness - together in a
lifetime.
By Independence Day,
the Schwerners would be,
arrested at a protest in
Baltimore, just two months
before the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church in Birming
ham, Ala., was bombed by
the Kian and four little black
girls gave face to the move
ment.
Michael Schwemer and
his schoolteacher wife were
soon assigned to one of the
deadliest battlegrounds Mississippi.
, Determination
out
weighed fear as Rita traveled
south with her husband.
“It was a time of
tremendous excitement," she
recalled in an interview
While the jury deliberated.
“There was a belief that if
enough people committed
themselves a change would
come."
'
The Schwerners' free
dom school taught black
children who were not wel
come in the public schools.

ft

They felt they were making
a difference, but more work
was' to be done.
Now project directors
for CORE, they enlisted to
conduct training in Ohio for
hundreds of volunteers who
would descend on the South
for Freedom Summer 1964 _
a climactic episode of the
movement with the goal of
forcing equal rights.
After
the
training,
’Schwerner, Chaney and
Goodman were among the
first wave to go back to
Mississippi. CORE volun
teers were to check in at spe
cific times so their move
ments could be tracked.
They didn't.
Rita Schwemer walked
to a blackboard in one of the
CORE training rooms and
scribbled their names and a
single word: MISSING.
When the FBI descend
ed on Philadelphia to inves
tigate the disappearances,
Rita Schwemer was there,
too.
"Mrs. Schwemer went
down to Mississippi and
confronted J. Edgar Hoover
on the street. She- said, 'I
don't want you just to show
that you're here. I want you
to find my husband,"' said
Taylor Branch, author of a
trilogy of books chronicling
the civil rights movement.
The FBI did find the
three. They were ambushed
on a rural Neshqba County
road. Kian members beat
and shot them. Their bodies
were buried in an earthen
dam.
As a 22-year-old widow,
far
from
home,
Rita

It s all taken care of”
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.

of her funeral and burial

expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries

Michael Schwerner
. was 24 when he was
killed, alongside
Andrew Goodman and
James Chaney. They
were all members of
the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE), an
organization dedicated
to non-violent direct
action against racial

She had already taken care

Now Open in St. Pete

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINGE 1987

Rita Schwemer Bender,
widow of slain civil
rights worker Michael
Schwemer, speaks with
reporters at a news
conference following
the conviction of Edgar
Ray Killen for the 1964
murders of three civil
rights workers includ
ing Schwerner.

Schwemer could-easily have
left the South.
Instead, she went to
work with the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party,
which, at the 1964 Demo
cratic National Convention
in Atlantic City, N.J., chal
lenged the seating of an allwhite Mississippi delega
tion. Delegates used bor
rowed passes to march on
the convention floor and
were hauled away by guards,
galvanizing
Mississippi's
black population.
Rita Schwemer testified
before the credentials com
mittee with Freedom Demo
cratic Party members stand
ing in silent tribute.
“She's .very strong and
sensitive," said Ed King, a
Freedom Party delegate.
At Killen's trial, Rita
Schwemer Bender admon
ished reporters to pursue the
real story, not a romanticized
version. She said the reason
a national spotlight was
shone on the case was that
two of the victims were
white, her husband and
Goodman.
Chaney was
black.
“I didn't know whether
to weep or to dance,"
Goodman's
89-year-old
mother, Carolyn, said of the
verdicts. “I'm just happy that
it's over."
/
.
These days, Bender,
who remarried and has a 32year-old son, doesn't like to
dwell on her role in the civil
rights movement.
“You have to ask her
about it," said Celeste McDonell, an attorney-col
league at the Seattle law firm
where Bender specializes in
providing indigent defen
dants access to legal assis
tance.
Her emotions about
those days decades ago are
her own, Bender said. While
declining to delve deeper
into the past, she said, the
civil rights movement was
about much more than the
young, white college stu
dents who flooded the South
in 1964.
But a scene outside the
trial was telling.
When the Rev. Thomas E.
Gilmore, a Birmingham,
Ala., pastor who had worked
alongside the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., saw Bender,
she smiled and held out a
hand, and he respoqdpd with
an embrace.
“I didn't know what to
say
in
her presence,"
Gilmore later said. “Her
dedication to the dause. ... I
think there's something
unique about those associat
ed with martyrs." •

McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was

“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations.

the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect

Serenity South

Elder L.

3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680

Lavelle

Thomas,
Sr.
Founder/

•Executive
Director

Available
24 Hours

Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
• in the Time of Distress”

at the time she made the
Pastor
Daniel B.
Savage III

arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of

mind.

Executive

Vice
President

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss

Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297

Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!
We are offering

how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home

FREE CASKETS

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728

This is not an offer of the Veteran's Administration.

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
"United as one body,
by one spirit,: in one
hope."
The New Hope Church

James in the general class.
Bring the entire family to

this service. The Bread of
Life will be served by our

learn more about our Lord

esteemed pastor, the Rev.
Carlos L. Senior.

and Savior, Jesus Christ.

family invites you to wor

Praise and worship be

ship with us on Sunday

gins at 10:30 a.m. with the
Mass Choir leading the

(Prayerful Understanding

where the presence of the
Lord is here.

Weekly events:

God’s 7 Acres Celebrated At Philadelphia
and income property.

School Community Health

On occasion of the sev
enth month in year 2005,

Fair (July 30).

the Philadelphia Church

• J. L, Fennell Back-to-

• Fashion Show and
Tea (July 31).

The midweek P.U.S.H.

MISSION OF HOPE:

LOVE the Lord holisti

congregation in song. Min

& Spiritual Healing).

cally and our neighbors

Sunday morning be

ister Tony Young serves as

minister of music with the

School. Sunday begins the

father-son duo, Vernard and

• Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study - Tuesday at 6:30
p.m.

infinitely...

gins at 9 a.m. with Sunday
third quarter with the adult

Michael McKenny serving

classes: Life in the Word,

as accompanists. Marcus
Childs is the percussionist

Biblical Fellowship, Prayer
Warrior,

Five

Keys

to

and Bobbie Tampa, direc

Spiritual Growth/Introduc-

tress. The ordinances of

tion to Spiritual Gifts and

Baptism and Communion

the studying of the book of

will be observed during

• Prayer Band - Thurs
day at 11 a.m.

EDUCATE religious
ly...

EVANGELIZE enthu
siastically...

Upcoming events:

• Annual Church Pic
nic.,' War Veterans Me

FELLOWSHIP affec

Grown Financial Min
istry - For more informa
tion

on

handling

your

finances according to the
Word of God, please call

for more information and

C.A.R.E.,

Ministry

the next few weeks, contact

Addiction

us. Some wonderful events

gram offers an opportunity
to improve your grades,' on

Recovery Efforts) will meet
every Tuesday at 7 p.m. at

are planned - field trips and

line practice for theFCAT,

much more. For more info

ACT/SAT prep, earn your

the Youth House located at

regarding breakfast, lunch,

high school diploma, earn

(Choosing

1022 - 20th St. S. If you or
someone you know has an

snack and applications for

your GED, and

enrollment into the next
class, Deacon Joe Mitchell,

registration; call Jan Smith

opportunity to be selected

addiction, please contact

or Donna Johnson,

to win a free computer. For

(727) 867-0922.

Minister Keith Murphy.

894-4311, ext. 401.

further information, please
contact George B. Smith,

(727)

Boy Scouts will meet

Summer Camp started

every Monday at 7 p.m. on

May 23 and will end July

Mt, Zion Human Ser
vices, Inc. provides after

the third floor. New scouts

22. Registration has begun
for ages 5 yrs.-13 yrs. If

services for youth ages 14-

you want some fun and ex

18 through the Youth Op

citement for your chil, for

portunity Center. The pro-

are

welcome.

Contact

Scoutmaster Ellis at (727)
864-3727,

earn an

(727) 894-4311, ext. 302“.

school training and tutoring

Mt.

Zion

A.M.E.

Church, located at 919 20th St. S., St. Petersburg,

help you along life’s jour
ney as we fellowship one
with another Join us as we
endeavor to dp God’s will,
God’s way.

under the pastorage of the

Our early morning ser
vices begin at 7:30 a.m.,

Rev. Clarence Williams;

followedby Church School

extends an invitation to the

at 9:30 a.m. Come grow

community to join us this
first Sunday of July in wor

and glow as we share the

word meaning “to be com

itual vigor, a remnant is ris

dations is “enough” to cele

ing to the task of “complet

brate God’s 7 acres!

brated for 7 acres of real

value of this land exceeds

ing”

Pastor John A. Evans,
first family and

Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church,
Inc.
prayerfully invite you to
worship service with us at
-3300 - 31st St. S.We also
invite yon to all other
church-related functions
during the week.
First worship service
begins at 7:45 a.m. with the
deacons rendering devo
tion, along with the Voices
of Friendship in song and
the 1st Sunday Ushers
serving. Dr. Evans will ren
der the message from God. J
A second service is
held at 11 a.m. We are
starting a new worship
experience element. From
10:45 a.m. until 11 a.m.,

a train ride filled with fun

• Monday - Bible Stu
dy, 6 p.m.

learn what the Lord wills
for us to do to, bring His
kingdom to come!!
We wish to thank ev
eryone that helped, said an
encouraging word, helped

with cleanup and did what
ever they could to help us
celebrate the church's an
nual 77 th Anniversary cele
bration. We wish to take
our hats off to ALL of the
committee members and
participants who helped
make this effort worth
while!! Hats off to Sis
Edwards and Brother
Frazier!! We wish to also
thank all of the pastors for
coming and breaking the
bread of life with us! We
thank you for your encour
aging words and balms of
healing for our souls!! We
march on NOW to victory
in Jesus Christ!!
We are having quite a
few events in ..’July,' also.
Please consult your bul-

letins as well as your web
site for more details. We
are also going to the
Florida General Baptist
Convention in July in
Jacksonville, Fla., as well
as the West Coast Con
gress of Christian Educ
ation locally will be held in
Sarasota, Fla. For details,
see Gale Jenkins. Registra
tion has passed, but if you
are still interested, please
contact her at (727) 9068300, Mon.-Fri. between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m.
As always, serve God
and Jesus Christ with ex
treme radical gladness.
Jesus died so you might be
free, and God sacrificed
His only SON!!
Have a Jesus-encoun-

its wishes that there would

solace in a community of

Youth Ministry meetings

be an overflowing of God’s

move, inspired by the Holy

believers - be it St.. Mark or

(Mondays at 6 p.m.); Sun

and fellowship. This train

blessings upon their lives!

Spirit arid being directed by

another sanctuary - so that

depicts many of us in our

St. Mark is grounded in a

the inerrant Word of God to

daily walk. We promise

Christ-centered

doctrine

do a mighty work in the

their souls might be fed
good, spiritual food. •

day School teachers’ meet
ing (Tuesdays at 7 p.m.);

you will enjoy the humor

that has as its central theme

community of St. Peters

As part of our ongoing

and laughter from begin

a belief that we are a haven

of hope, help and healing
for a world hungering for

burg and the greater Tampa
Bay area: God has truly

ministry, we invite the pub
lic to join us in worship and

Meeting and Bible Study

blessed us as a church col

fellowship

(Thursdays at 7 p.m.).

ing thanks for His grace

anointing of God’s spirit

and mercy toward us.

and another chance to

The teachings of G,od’s

uplift His name. The Inspi

a.m.; Mid-week Service, 7

ning to end. You don’t

Word, songs of praise and

rational Choir will minister

p.m. If you’re in need of a

want to miss Sister Taint

the inspiring messages will

in song throughout 'the day.

lift, join us for a hour

So, Sister Goody Good or

Sister Muck de Muck or

Sister Living Right as

portrayals

real-life

gation of St. Mark extend

and thirsting after the en-1 lectively and as believers
lightened Word of God.
individually and because
At St. Mark, we are he has shown us favor. We

are compelled to share the
love of God with a worldseeking and searching for a
savior to fill the void in
their lives.

son 'and the First Baptist

ticket information. Get on

Institutional Church family

board - this train is
bound for glory!

will be hosting their Sum

Christian

Dr. Wayne G. Thomp

mer Revival July 10-1.3 at

-

7:30 p.m. nightly.- The

Education

church is located at 3144

-

Third Ave. S., St Peters
burg.

Looking for a church

The returning guest
evangelist is the Rev.

home? We extend an invita

Phillip Pointer, pastor of

tion to you to join us! We
as a church share the love

St. John Baptist Church of
Alexandria, Va.

of God, and the Holy Spirit

The public is invited to

reigns. We’d love to have
you!

join the First Baptist family

Congress, Orlando, Fla.

July

•

25-29

Vacation Bible School.

Thought for the week:

and Pastor Thompson dur
ing ' this

life-changing

happen

event. It will make a mark

when you have an attitude

in your life- that cannot be
erased.

"Great

things

of gratitude."
Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

DDAYED I
HELPS!

• Morning Worship,
10:45 a.m.
• Baptist Training Un
ion, 5 p.m.
Other weekly services
include: Children and

Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study (Thursdays at
9:30 a.m.) and Prayer

• Early morning wor-

house. See any cast mem
ber, or call the church for

17-21

a.m.

which include:

there. We want to fill the

July

our

• Sunday School, 9:30

weekly worship services,

First Baptist Institutional
Church

day. Make plans to be

•

during

ship (first Sunday only), 7
a.m.

of

who we are from day to

Please Call the Church Office at (727) 894-1393
for further details

we are greeting someone
we don't know in the
church family. Let's no
longer be strangers! I want
to
be
your
friend!
Remember as our old
motto said: "Where a
stranger meets a friend and
a sinner finds his/her
GOD!!" Let's start to be
come the holy people God
has called us out to be!!
Sunday School’service
begins at 9:30 a.m. prompt
ly with the superintendent
in charge of- devotion.
Please come and help us

encourage them to seek

• Wednesday - Early
morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11

Ticket Prices:
General Admission ................. $10.00
Seniors 65 and over ................ $8.00
Tbuth 17 and under ................. $8.00

to

St. Mark Missionary
Baptist is a church on the

worship. Join us for a fresh

K you need tickets, please see any Cast Member

call

seek Him and- His divine
will for their lives, and we

the House of the Lord, giv

5:00 P.M.

God’s

ship and praise the true and
the living God!

ticipate in contemporary

235 RSth Ave. N.

“to

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

to the community at large

The PALLADIUM THEATRE

association with relatives
of Heinz arid Turner foun

have

Theater, 253 Fifth Ave. N.
at 5 p.m. Get on board for

Cret On Board "The Glory Train”

plete,” “to be full,” “to be

Center are moving towards
fruition. With renewed spir

satisfied,”

tees and the entire congre

Other ministries in
clude:

worldwide corporation and

Family

enough.” The estimated

production of "The Glory
Train" at the Palladium

Zion, a church where the
Holy Spirit reigns!

Life

Christian

giving to God Will be cele

staff of deacons and trus

us as we mount up at Mt.

vention, plans to build a

sources as a U.S. Con
gressman, president of a

church property. Thanks

• July 11 - Summer

begin a new month than in

•

ship, members will feast
and fellowship on the

Through divine inter

We have outstretched
arms for all who would

ship. No better way to

Sunday, July IO, 2005

one of the perfect numbers
and comes from a Hebrew

Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, prais
ing God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Our prayer for our commu
nity is that you would join
us in fellowship as we wor

Word one with another.
At 11 a.m., we’ll par

<&

tion and completeness. It is

packed with power. Your
heart will be encouraged
and your spirit revived and
renewed!
Upcoming events:

vices. Come and hear a
Word from the Lord. Join

is thankful to human re

Sunday. Immediately fol
lowing mid-morning wor

The St. Mark Mission
ary Baptist Church, under
the leadership of its dy
namic, spirited, man of
God, the Rev. Brian Ken
neth Brown, its official

Pastor Williams will pro
claim the Word of God, and
Holy Communion will be
administered at both ser

redound His glory.

of divine fullness, perfec

surance, the church family

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"I will love you, O
Lord, my strength." Psalms 18:1

assistance and blessed as

meneutics, 7 is the number

her

family will celebrate God’s

Sr.,

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church

Philadelphia. With divine

Biblical

gift of 7 acres of land on

tionately.

morial Park, Shelter #2
(July 23).

$300,000. New Philadel
phia is thankful to God that
a portion of this land will

From

Each one, bring one!

The Rev. Pointer will return as guest evangelist.

_______------------ --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WHEN YOU’RE DOWN TO NOTHING,
GOD IS UP TO SOMETHING!

The Kingly
Law
According
to the
Scriptures
“Do not put
your trust in
nobles, nor in
the son of
earthling man,
to whom no
salvation
belongs. His
spirit goes
out, he goes
back to his
ground; in
that day his
thoughts do
perish.”
— Psalm
146:3,4

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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Bishop T.D. Jakes To Speak At NABJ Convention
Minister to discuss impact of Mega Churches in America
WASHINGTON, D.C.

(PRNewswire) - Bishop
T.D. Jakes, one of Ameri

munity and answer ques
tions from a panel of NABJ

awards banquet, a gospel

members.

ca's 'most influential reli

"Many of our members

gious leaders, will be a fea

know Bishop Jakes through

up-and-coming and future

tured speaker at the Na

his programs, books and

journalists.

tional Association of Black

Journalists' 30th Anniver

reputation," said Lowe, a
reporter at Newsday in

As part of its anniver
sary celebration, NABJ

sary Convention and Ca

New York. "We look for

will honor the 44 brave

reer Fair in Atlanta, NABJ

ward to hearing from him

men

President Herbert Lowe

up close and personally on

founded it in 1975 and the

recently announced.

the state and future of the

15 men and women elected

Bishop Jakes, a best
selling author and Grammy

black church and its role in
America's future."

to serve as association

award-winning gospel mu
sic producer, will speak
during the plenary session,

NAB J's convention is
expected to draw more than

pacting black journalists
since 1975 will also be

at noon, Friday, Aug. 5 at

largest annual professional
gathering devoted to black
journalists. It will coincide

the Hyatt Regency Atlanta.

in Atlanta with MegaFest

The pastor of The Pot

2005, a four-day confer

ministry," Bishop Jakes
said.

ter's House, a non-denominational church in Dallas

ence led by Bishop Jakes
and expected to draw tens

NAB J'S convention
theme is "Telling Our Sto

with more than 30,000

of thousands of people.

also feature the nation's

spotlighted.

On May 29 at the

For more information

about the convention or to
register, visit http://www.

11:30 morning

service,

Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ recognized

largest journalism career
fair along .with specialized

nabj.org or call the NABJ

ry" and reflects the associa

workshops, plenary ses
sions with other national

445-7100. The pre-registra

"It is a great honor to

tion's yearlong celebration

figures, professional devel

Donte Jones, a principal at

speak to our nation's black

of the passion, pride, pur

opment breakfasts targeted

a Tampa

journalists, including many

pose and power of black

to various journalism disci

exhorted to the graduates

journalists over the last

plines, a Hall of Fame

members, Jakes will dis

churches in the black com-

who

influential moments im

Bishop T.D. Jakes
who have written about me three decades, Lowe said.
throughout my career in the
The convention will

cuss the role of large

women

and

president. The 30 most

3,000 attendees and is the

er, Influence and Impact,"

I

brunch, media receptions,
an exhibit area and so
much more for seasoned,

"Mega Churches: The Pow

Prayer Tower Church Of God
In Christ

national office at (301)
tion deadline is July

the honor roll, high school

and college graduates.

The speaker, Minister
high

rind honor students

to

school,
stay

Supreme Court Bars Ten Commandments At
Courthouses .

focused on their goals. He

Justices allow Commandments at state capitol

to reach their goals.

admonished them to set
objectifies and work hard

WASHINGTON (AP)

religion, the court said in a

Justice

- A sharply divided Su

case involving Kentucky

declared:

"What distin

religion, the court held.

wrote for the majority in

courthouse exhibits.

guishes the rule of law

Those courthouse displays

the case involving the dis

from the dictatorship of a

are unconstitutional, the

play outside the state capi

tol of Texas.

preme Court on Monday

upheld the constitutionality
of

displaying

the

In effect, the court said

Antonin

Scalia ;went too far in endorsing

William

H.

Rehnquist

Ten

it was taking the position

shifting

Supreme Court

justices said, because their

Commandments on gov

that issues of Ten Com

majority is the absolutely’

religious content is over

ernment land, but drew the

mandments

displays

in

indispensable requirement

emphasized.

line on displays inside

courthouses

should

be

that judicial opinions be

In contrast, a 6-foot-

a message consistent with a

courthouses, saying they

resolved on a case-by-case

grounded in consistently

granite monument on the

religious doctrine does not

violated the doctrine of

basis.

applied principle."

grounds

Texas

run afoul of the Estab

separation of church and

of

"Simply having reli

the

The justices voting on

Capitol - one of 17 histori

another ruling, involving

the prevailing side in the

cal displays on the 22-acre

Rehnquist was joined

Sending dual signals in

the positioning of a 6-foot

Kentucky case left them

lot - was determined to be a

in his opinion by Scalia,

closely-watched cases, the

granite monument of the

selves legal wiggle room,

legitimate tribute to the
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Are you a SQbbQth ObSGTVGT? Looking for
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.
Well, Come to the House of God.

The House of God
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Study

1

£} JW

j*

BISHOP JOHNNY
WILLIAMS and wife, LADY
CALQUETTA WILLIAMS

Daughters of Zion Women s Ministry - Mondays - 7:30 RM.

Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Joy Night

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Service

Sunday Available for Service

Church: 813-248-1907

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

3403 N. 34th Street

bishopwilliamstampa@hotmail.conn

Tampa, FL 33605

Saint John Prinjltlve Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am- 1:30 pm
t Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
8:00 am
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning
9:45 am
Senior Pastor
Church School
Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Scheduled Services:

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

None
Is
Perfect
But
The
Father!

-

gious content or promoting

In that 5-4 ruling and

state.

_
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Sunday School......................................... 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service..........................
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, PrayerMeeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Greater Gt. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg. FL

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor

Sunday School

.................................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night
General Bible Study

Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
Rev. Clyde Williams

IVe

welcome you at all times.

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersbura FL 337ns
Phone: 727-822-2089 W'
Church School

....................

.

New Member Class
.........................................
o-nn a m
Morning Worship ................................................ .... .10:30 A^M?
v
« h V...................................Tuesday 7:00 RM.
Youth Bible Study................................... ............... &00 RM.

1
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 3371

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

L. P. Davis
Memorial Baptist Church

E-mail: bchurch5 @ tampabay.rr.com

Sunday School

8:00 am • 11:00 am
9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

Sunday Worship Services

2700 5th Ave. So., St.
Petersburg, Fla.

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurch 1 @ tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

______________

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

Early Morning Worship .................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................
.9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................................... 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ..................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
«
Vintage Bible Study .......... .11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service ............'.............6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service ..... ....................... .... ................ 7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday........................ 6:30 p.m.

Pastor
Sunday School...........................................9:30am

MorningWorship....... ............................... 11:00am

“God’s House In The City’

Rev, Rickey L. Houston

Evening Service........................................ 6:00pm
Prayer Meeting, Bible Study

(Gammuntty

Wednesday........... 7:30pm

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

727-327-2009

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

• 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V.

Gaskin.................................. .....

.

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-0784

............................. ..... ......................................... Associate Pastor

Finance Ministry............................ ................................................................................. -........................................................................ James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry.........................................................................................................................................................Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry............................................ ..................................... ................................................................ ........................................... Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

Pentecostal Teipple Clfurck of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Rev: A. Anthony Robinson III

Sunday

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m
11:00 a.m
7:30 p.m
'7:30 p.m
5:45 a.m

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705-

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ”

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School..................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer......................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible' Study ..,..............7:30 p.m.

Friendship

Elder: Tony Smith

Missionary Baptist

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

The church where what God s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Queen Street

Schedule of Services
Church .School ..... .........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Unibn ................ 5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday.............. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

Church Of God In Christ
•

“Qne week.from church makes one weak.”

OrdainedMissionary

Johnnie Mae Howard

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Caff: 727 895-5239

Qtecrfeb Kina ^bcfuixli

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

A 'Woman After

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday 'Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Qods
Own Heart...

Early Morning Worship...................................;................ 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School........................ ........................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship....................................................10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union..................................................... 4:30 p.m:
Communion............................. 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays............................... ......................................... 7:30 p.m.

Cafffor Troyers &
Testimonies

Rev.

The Hock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

G.

M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

820 20th Street South

Church School................... 9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: 10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Sunday

St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class . ................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship . . ...........10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday . .... . .7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship . .. ......5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ......7:00p.m. .
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .... .7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
(formerly Childs Park United Methodist Church)

Telephone#: (727) 327-0015 • Fax #: (727) 327-0012
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Rev. Frank

8am, lOam Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration
Monday

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer
Wednesday

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

W.

Peterman, Jr.

Thursday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

(727) 896-5228

FIRST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH
'

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Church School......................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service ....10:30ani

Phone: 323-7518

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service.................... 6:30pm
Bible Study........... . ................ 7pm

a.m.

Morning Worship - fl:OO
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

a.m.

Monday. Wednesday. Saturday

6am Prayer

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, JFL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Sunday Services:

FL

Sunday School, - 9:30

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Pastor
212019th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

3144 Third Avenue South

Gkutoh

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Spiritually Connected

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

St. Petersburg,

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

“A church working togetherfor the upbuilding ofQods kingdom”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

JTOIII

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

us as we (ift up the name ofJesus

Your Church Ad Could ®e

Here Working for You!

Email Your Ad to:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at. no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

Bids will be received by the City of Tampa no later than 1:30 p.m. on the indicat
ed Date(s) and the following Project(s): (Documents are expected to be available
July 29, 2005. Call 274-8456 fa confirm.)

I

Gas is expensive,

|

unless you work

CONTRACT NO.:
5-C-63; PROJECT:
Columbia Pumping Station
Rehabilitation
BID DATE: July 26, 2005 ESTIMATE: $225,000 DEPOSIT: $20 SCOPE:
Rehabilitation of Pumping Station located at 85Columbia Avenue
PRE-BID
CONFERENCE: Wednesday, July .6, 2005, 10:00a.m, on-site

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

■ here "Just around the •

I
■ hrs open on 11-7; 24 j
I

comer". We have 40

■ hrs'on 3-11; 24 hrs
I on 7-3. Make your
■ own schedule. Call
■ Majorie 327-1988 or
Apply at Alpine
3456 21st Avenue
South

L ■

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health«Dental*Vision
Disability*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

r

I Ph;

727-328-9878]
[ Fax: 727-328-9545]

Toncfuny fives...

Lifting spirits,..
Enriching careers
The Hospice of the Hofida Suncoast
has been honored to serve car
community for nearly 36 years. Come
and find the satisfaction of sharing
your talent and sliiiis as part of an
organisation that 'offers a wide array
of programs and services for sit
Pinellas residents.
We have career opportunities
available for:

RNs • LPNs
Florida licensure required

CNAs/HHAs
Florida certificatcit required

GOD
BLESS
AMERICA!

for consitferaiion, please call the
HR Dept. at (727) 568-2963for an
application or email:
careets@thebosjMce.org

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-64; PROJECT: North Court Drive Storm Sewer BID
DATE: July 12, 2005 ESTIMATE: $120,000
DEPOSIT: $20 SCOPE:
Construction of approximately 168 LF of 12" x 18" Class IV elliptical RCP; road
way re-grading; retention pond excavation, 600 LF of swale construction, mainte
nance of traffic, sodding, paving, and all appurtenant work PRE-BID CONFER
ENCE: N/A

■
I

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-65
PROJECT: Ybor/Nuccio Stormwater Outfall
Improvements at 6th Avenue BID DATE: July 26, 2005 ESTIMATE: $625,000
DEPOSIT: $20 SCOPE: Construction of approximately 350 LF of 5’x 10’con
crete box culvert including manholes and inlets; asphalt pavement restoration and
concrete curbing. PRE-BID CONFERENCE: N/A

j
■

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-66; PROJECT PW6756, 1420 Tampa St. Exterior
Painting Improvements
BID DATE: July 26, 2005 ESTIMATE: $100,000 DEPOSIT: $20' SCOPE:
The project comprises cleaning, preparing and painting approximately fifteen thou
sand square feet of exterior' wall surfaces and accessories of the Parks and
Recreation Administration Building PRE-BID CONFERENCE: Tuesday, July 12,
2005, 2:00p.m.

■

a aj

a

CORRECTED COPY
PINELLAS COUNTY
STATE HOUSING INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP (SHIP) PROGRAM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY

LEGAL NOTICE

Southside
Nurses!

FAMILY STRESS

Pinellas County expects to receive $3,765,646 in SHIP funds during Fiscal Year 2005-2006 and will
accept applications under Homeownership and Rental Strategies for housing production, preserva
tion, and other activities included in its Housing Assistance Plan between August 1, 2005 and June
30, 2006. A copy of the Housing Assistance Plan is available from the contact person identified
below.

The geographical area covered by the Pinellas County SHIP Program is all of unincorporated
Pinellas County and the municipalities of Belleair, Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin,
Gulfport, Indian Shores; Indian Rocks Beach, Kenneth City, Madeira Beach, Oldsmar, Pinellas
Park, North Redington Beach, Redington Beach, Redington Shores, Safety Harbor, St. Pete Beach,
Seminole, South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs, and Treasure Island.
For all strategies and other activities, applications will be accepted on a first-come, first-served
basis. Project proposals will be evaluated based on the following factors: (a) economic feasibility,
(b) location, (c) priority of need and (d) employment of personnel from WAGES and Workforce
Development Initiatives Programs. Technical assistance will be provided as needed to guide par
ticipants through the application process.

The local contact person for the Pinellas County SHIP Program is:

Larry Yancey, Senior Community Planning Specialist
Pinellas County Community Development Department
600 Cleveland Street, Suite 800
Clearwater, Florida 33755
E-mail:
lyancey@pinellascounty.org
Phone:
(727) 464-8244
*
Fax:
.(727) 464-8254
Website:
www.pinellascounty.org/community/default.htm

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-67; PROJECT: PW6098, TPD Air Services Roof
Replacement
BID DATE: July 26, 2005 ESTIMATE: $35,000 DEPOSIT: $20 SCOPE:
Removal and replacement.of the metal roof system for the TPD Air Service
Building located at Tampa International Airport PRE-BID CONFERENCE:
Tuesday, July 12, 2005, 2:30p.m.

THERE IS
ONLY
ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE

Bids will be opened in the 4th Floor Conference Room, Tampa Municipal Office
Building, 306 E. Jackson Street, Tampa, Florida 33602. Pre-Bid Conference is held
at the same location. Plans and Specifications for this work may be examined at
the Contract Administration Department, 306 E. Jackson Street, 4th Floor North,
Tampa, Florida 33602. Copies may be obtained upon payment of the refundable
deposit indicated for each set. Deposits are refunded if documents are returned in
good condition within 15 days after bid opening. Deposits should be in the form
pf separate checks for each project. Copies of Standard Contract Forms and
Provisions (a part of the Contract Documents, but not reprinted in the
Specifications) are available upon request. Mailing iS available for an additional
charge of $10.00 per set. Check should be made payable to the City of Tampa.
Subcontracting opportunities may exist for City certified Women/Minority
Business Enterprises (W/MBE’s). A copy of the current W/MBE directory may be
obtained at www.Tampagov.net.
Phone (813) 274-8456 for assistance. For
Technical Questions: Fax 813/274-8080

NOTE:

SHIP funds may AWT be used to purchase, rehabilitate, or repair mobile homes.

ALL SHIP funds will be expended in a manner which will ensure that there will be no discrimina
tion on the basis of race, creed, religion, color, age, sex, marital status, familial status, national ori
gin or
handicap.

Pinellas,
County
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Ad Deadline Is
4 P.M. Monday

GOD BLESS AMERICA!
Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Ccritpusshet e? Colnrn wiitv

www.thehospice.org

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

YOUR AD
COULD BE
HERE
WORKING
FOR YOU!

(Tbr Wrrklg Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Buying a Home? Renting? Equity Loan Investing? See our Real Estate Listing!
Three "Roses" at Every Closing

GARY Mil
WU175PLC i/STIWG senses

MLS™

-3-

(727) 578-1495 *”"^

SELLER
*1320 Pinellas Point Or. So.
St. Petersburg FI. 337OS

Keller Williams

Merrill Thomas Williams, Broker
Summer William* Watson, Reaitoj

Compiat© Red Estate Seivices or Referrals

gulf coast realty

Mordecai Walker, Broker
CeT727-439-6567
Phone 727-8986543
E-Mail 3rosereallydveii2Dn.net
Fax 727-6500815
231 Drtflwood Road S.E.
,«LS
St. Petersburg, FL33705

Vincent Ross
realtor; REGISTERED APPRAISER

13700 PARK Blvd.
SEMINOLE FL 33766
PHONE: 727 398 3400
office:

FAX

BUYER

TRIPLE ROSE REALTY

Cell; 727.804 4798

667-6242 fax {727> 864-64HJ

BROKER

I

HOME PHONE:
EMAIL:

GULF COSfST

7278663699

ROSSV2000@YAHOO.COM

OFFICE
RESIDENCE

(727) 867-0052

MOBILE

(727) 639-2694

TOLL FREE

(800)760-1495

FAX:

(727) 579-9397

24-HR. INFO.
E-Mail

'

k

578-6113
MainLakes@aol.com

MAINLANDS-LAKES REALTY. INC.

4501-B Mainlands Blvd • Pinellas Park. FL 33782

I

PQB Mortgage
The “Point Of 8»jte(8r^' tar your reo^ap* need*:

INSPECTION SERVICES, INC.

7273980044

Phone (727) 398-3994 • Fax (727) 391-6584
17737 Long Point Drive • Redington Shores, FL 33708
S2ijnmer@taihpabay.rr.com

STEVE ZIMMER
♦

C^MhllMPr

ASHI Certified Member #032198
SBCCI Certified Building Inspector

Lee H. Lester, dr. Deem Payment AssMance
AM Cmdn Considered
Loan officer
Rehab Loans
Conefruction Loans
Home Equity Una of Credit
Rxed Rata Home Et^rtty Loan
S, Skyway Pto

EmalL iester5?oobmortwseoom

1081 -

Web Site: www.pobmoftgsaa.com

S! Petersburg, a 33706

oWca 727.865.9313 Fax: 727.866.6654
CSHWtSOMEMMR

Office: 727-}77'UJ4/fax:727 J27 6784

r_!.

BUS' Phone: (727) 321 -1212
After H°UrS: (727) 347'6625

f

We make home loans easy.

FAX: <727) 323-7584

DESI CALDWELL MCCARTHY
REALTOR®

5201 Gulfport Boulevard
Gulfport, Florida 33707

rn
La.

HI

ERA.

tan now for a
pre-approval decision

MLS

mortgage

REALTOR

(888) 307-8328

2900 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712-2552
vS:

Email: LBrownRlty@aol.com
LouBrownRealty@aol.com
After Hours: 727-866-9168

i

tollhee

Four to Uie door"

fegisUred Rail Islets BwlJr

Karey Johnson
Real Estate Consultant
Isla Del Sol Sales Division

nr~—irwari

Shoppers’ Village on the Bayway

Louis 0. Sro*rt. Jr.
Realtor

5901 Sun Boulevard, Suite 105

St. Petersburg, FL 33715
Office: 727.867.0161, Fax: 727.864.5697

HAVE A HOME TO SELL? INTERESTED IN RENTING? GET QUICK
RESULTS BY ADVERTISING WITH THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
FOR AD RATES, CALL OUR OFFICES AT (727) 896-2922 TODAY!

General Refrain, Reefing, Hauling,
Ory-wall, Carpenfry/ Palntlnj,
Preaaure Cleaning, Plaaterlng

kareyjohnson @ era.com
www.eracompass.com
nF

Each ERA*office is independently owned and operated.

m
ERA

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

CMiaet Wlltte
Phone: 727 867-7242
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BLACK
HISTORY

SOUTHTRUST NOW
HAS MORE ATMs, AND
MORE BRANCHES.
OH, AND A hSEVII NAME.
SOUTHTRUST CUSTOMERS, WELCOME TO WACHOVIA.

“I am not tragically
colored. There is no
great sorrow dammed up
in my soul, nor lurking
behind my eyes.... Even
in the helter-skelter skir
mish that is my life, I
have seen that the world
is to the strong regard
less of a little pigmenta
tion more or less. No, I
do not weep at the world
-1 am too busy sharpen
ing my oyster knife.” African American folk
lorist, author Zora Neale
Hurston (19017-1960) ,
from "How It Feels to Be
Colored Me" (1928)
“I imagine that one
of the reasons that peo
ple cling to their hates so
stubbornly is because
they sense, once hate is
gone, that they will be
forced to deal with the
pain.” - novelist, essay
ist, playwright James
Baldwin (1924-1987)

“A little learning,
indeed, may be a dan
gerous thing, but the
want of learning is a
calamity to any people.”
- abolitionist, statesman,
orator Frederick Doug
lass (1818-1895)

Welcome to over 5,000 ATMs. To over 3,000 financial centers. To representatives

available by phone 2.4 hours a day. Welcome to the combined strengths of SouthTrust
and Wachovia. The name changes. The convenience changes for the better. Stop by
your local financial center, call 800-WACHOVIA (922-4684) or visit wachovia.com.

WACHOVIA
Uncommon Wisdom

ft

“It is a peculiar sen
sation, this double-con
sciousness, this sense of
always looking at one's
self through the eyes of
others.... One everfeels
his twoness - an
American, a Negro; two
souls, two thoughts, two
unreconciled strivings;
two warrings ideals in
one dark body, whose
dogged strength alone
keeps it from being tom
asunder.” - civil rights
activist and scholar
W.E.B. DuBois (18681963), from "The Souls
of Black Folks"
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Artist: Sam Newton

Artist: Lem Newton
photo credit: www.floridahighwaymen.coni

Highwaymen
from front pg.

Harold Newton, Lemuel
Newton, Sam Newton,
Willie Reagan, Livingston
"Castro" Roberts, Cornell
"Pete" Smith, Charles
Walker, Sylvester Wells,
arid
Charles
"Chico"
Wheeler.
The original members
of the group were Harold
Newton, Alfred Hair, Liv
ingston Roberts, James
Gibson, Roy McLendon,
Elder Mary Ann Carroll,
George Buckner and his
brother Ellis. Most of the
group lived in a section of
Florida
Ft. Pierce area
called "Blacktown." Begin
ning, sometime back in the
late l950’s, painting for
most of the Highwaymen
was for economic reasons,
not recreational. Creating
and selling beautiful art
work was a way to avoid
the hot, sweaty and tedious
work of picking fruit or
working as a domestic in
someone’s home.
The story of the High
waymen and the part they
continue to play in African
American history is just
becoming known. It is just
as important to the young
African American child to
know something about the
Highwaymen, as it is to
know about George Wash
ington Carver. Here we
have a group of dedicated
artists who initially sold
thousands of paintings out
of the trunks of their auto
mobiles, and now have
become important enough
that last year they were
inducted into the State of
Florida Artists Hall of
Fame. Their life stories are
fascinating, and there is not
enough room in this col
umn to cover it all. How
ever, there is a book written
by Gary Monroe, "The
Highwaymen - Florida’s
African American Land
scape Painters," which tells
the story of these wonder
fully talented and sensitive
individuals. The book,
posters and picture post
cards are sold at their art
exhibits and receptions.
Last Thursday, this cor
respondent had the oppor
tunity to sit and chat with
Elder Mary Ann Carroll.
She explained that Harold
Newton out of Georgia was
the first artist that she met.
He subsequently became
her mentor. She then met
other painters, such as Al
fred Hair, Livingston Rob-

of

, erts, Roy McLendon,
brothers George and Ellis
Buckner, James Gibson and
Hezekiah Baker. They had
already begun painting
when she was just getting
started in the early 1960’s.
Carroll says that the name
the Highwaymen came into
being about six or seven
years ago. Jim Fitch
thought up the name of the
Highwaymen. Most of the
artists didn’t want to be
part of it because of being
identified with thieves, riff
raff, etc. However, she said
that the name never both
ered her, especially since
they often sold their paint
ings out of the trunk of
their cars on the highways.
The name seemed to fit
them right.
Carroll says that Ft.
Pierce was her home and
the home of many of the
Highwaymen. As far back
as she can remember, she
could always draw. In high
school she learned about
making different colors,
and her self-proclaimed
mentor Harold Newton
started her working with
color mixtures. Although,
she had always looked up
to Harold Newton as a
great painter and teacher,
she also learned from the
others, especially Roy Mc
Lendon and Livingston
Roberts. But, only Newton
had anything to do with her
beginning as an artist. Like
most of the other High
waymen, Carroll became
more serious with her
painting when she found
that she could earn as much
money or more by selling
her paintings, instead of
going into the fields pick
ing oranges, grapefruit, and
tomatoes, to make a days
pay. Back then, if you did
n’t have aii education, this
was the type of work that
you would have to do.
Thus, Carroll was able to
raise seven children as a
single parent by utilizing
not only her painting skills,
but also her skills as a car
penter and church musi
cian.
Another Highwayman,
Isaac Knight was at the
Artists Reception. Knight
has been with the group
since 1969. Always inter
ested in painting as a child,
he says that watching
James Gibson and Alfred
Hair painting started his
personal involvement in
painting. On weekends
Gibson and Hair would be
painting in the backyard,

photo credit: www.floridahighwaymen.com

L-R: Highwaywoman Mary Ann Carroll, Norman Jones and Gloria Maxwell.
photo by Rick Gee

Artist: Willie Daniels

Artist: Johnny Daniels

Artist: Harold Newton

Artist: Harold Newton
Paintings owned by Tony Hayton

and Knight would pull up
in his car and stand in the
back and watch them paint.
He was thrilled by it. He
says that’s what really "got
him interested. He says that
he never dreamed about
ever being an artist. By pro
fession he was an aircraft

Artist: Alfred Hair
mechanic, and at the age of
twenty was working on a
career at Grumman aero
space. However, he saw
that Gibson and Hair were
having so much fun, and
enjoying themselves, that
he wanted to be a part of it.
Knight began painting as a

hobby, and says that he
never thought he’d make a
living at it, but it has turned
out to be unbelievable.
Highwaymen Roy Mc
Lendon and Willie C.
Reagan were also at the ar
tists’ reception. They have
been members of this select

artist group since the late
l950’s and 1966, respec
tively. McLendon says that
he had always wanted to
paint and learned at an
early age that he could
draw; Finally, at the age of
35, McLendon started
painting seriously. He has
never taken any lessons in
painting, but finds that the
more he paints, the more he
learns. He says that he tries
to paint exactly what he
sees. Now, at the age of 73
years, McLendon finds
himself doing what he
loves
to
do
every
day.J.paint.
Artist Willie C. Reagan
has been painting practical
ly ever since he was a child.
He realized at an early age

that he had the ability to
reproduce on canvas/any
thing he could see. With a
pencil Reagan can draw
just about anything He is
one of the few Highway
men that obtained a higher
education. A graduate of
Florida A&M University,
his major was’ in Art Educa
tion, where he says he
learned all of the arts. After
receiving his degree, Rea
gan taught Art Education in.
the school system for 30
years and retired in 1995.
Since retiring he now
paints full time with the
prices of his paintings rang
ing anywhere from $800 to
$3,000, plus.
On July 14, The Stu
dio @620 along with Gulf

port’s City of Imagination '•
Will be presenting a threemonth presentation and cel- •
ebration of the Florida <
Highwaymen’s
unique ;
style of art. During that*
tinie, you’ll be able to pur-*chase the book "The>
Highwaymen; - Florida’s ;
African American Land-/
scape Painters," plus'view:
their paintings. You’ll also/
have the opportunity to;*
meet several of the artists in *
person. The Studio @ 620 is located at 620 First Ave'.:
S., St. Petersburg, (727)-/
895-6620. If you didn’t see
these artists last Saturday,:;
make it a point to see them
in July.

